
Solidarity with the democratic forces in Turkey!

For months, the International Federation of Resistance Fighters (FIR) - Association of Anti-fascists and its 
member federations follows with great concern the political development in Turkey. It was already visible that 
the government under President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan started on one hand an increasingly expansionist policy 
with the support of IS troops in Syria, on the other hand domestically he practices a restriction of democratic 
freedoms, particularly freedom of the press. Nevertheless, Erdoğan was chosen by the EU administration in 
spring 2016 as a helper in the refugee question, he should solve the problem of the influx of migrants to Europe 
- rewarded with 3 billion euros.

With the military coup in Turkey in mid July 2016, this development has not been stopped, but developed 
further amplified. The failed coup that would itself certainly brought no increase in democracy is used by 
Erdoğan to secure its power – with anti-democratic means and repealing fundamental freedoms. Tens of 
thousands of teachers, judges and heads of university departments are already released, many soldiers are 
imprisoned. The repression goes on and now it hits especially journalists. Criticism of the current repealing 
“European Convention on Human Rights” overlooks that this have already taken place in recent months in 
Turkey with serious violations of civil and human rights.

Every day we see further restrictions on democratic freedom. For Academics the free passage is prohibited, 
thousands of passports are canceled, and over 80,000 public sector workers have already lost their jobs. About 
50 newspapers and other media lost their licenses, so that public opinion is only controlled by the government 
media. In addition, the police and military repression of the Kurdish people continues undiminished in 
southeastern Turkey.

For these reasons, we call for political solidarity with the democratic forces of Turkey, the unions, the persecuted 
political parties, the democratic media and the civil society organizations. Their freedom must be restored. We 
are in solidarity with the people of Turkey, who resist an authoritarian Islamist state in the sense of President 
Erdoğan.

We call the European Union to demand from the Turkish government in compliance with European values: 
democracy, rule of law, press freedom and the right to freely assemble, to express themselves peacefully or to 
pursue one’s own religion. Accession negotiations with Turkey can be made not only depends on whether the 
death penalty is to be reintroduced.

We expect the European Union to demand from the Turkish government under President Erdoğan the 
restoration of democratic rights and freedoms in Turkey instead of deals at the expense of war refugees.
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Commemoration and historical conference in Makrakomi, Greece

On 22.05.2016 at the cradle of the Greek resistance movement, in a small village 250 kilometers from Athens, the 
Municipality of Makrakomi held a remembrance to mark the events which happened 76 years ago. The Orthodox 
Church prayed for the well-being of the antifascist resistance fighters’ souls. Vilmos Hanti, delivered the greetings 
of the Hungarian as well as the greetings of the other organizations coming from 34 countries and laid a wreath 
honoring the Greek resistance fighters. His wreath was followed by another 17 wreaths starting with the local 
police chief ’s and ending with the fire fighters’. The mayor of the municipality in his closing remarks underlined 
that Vilmos Hanti’s visit to the memorial strengthens the municipality’s efforts to seek the support of the Greek 
Government in order to make the memorial known nationwide.

Vilmos Hanti: The steps of FIR and MEASZ towards peacemaking,

I greet you all here cordially on behalf of the 71 year old Hungarian Federation of Resistance Fighters 
and Antifascists (MEASZ) and the Fédération Internationale des Résistants, the 65 year old International 
Federation of Resistance Fighters (FIR), which has more than 60 member-federations in around 30 countries.
Close to 70 countries from all across the world took part in the anti-Hitler alliance, and more than 73 million 
soldiers and civilians died in that war. Here in Greece, on the 71st anniversary of the end of World War II, 
I bow my head in respect for the memory of all those soldiers and civilians who perished in the war waged 
against tyranny - for freedom - for all the victims of those atrocities.

The International Federation of Resistance Fighters recollects the beginning of a new era of fellowship for 
the peoples of Europe, when the allies laid down the groundwork of a post-war European order with the 
aim of ensuring that fascism and war will never again arise from German land.  This objective was achieved 

The XVII regular congress of FIR in Prague is in preparation

The Executive committee decided to hold the XVII regular congress of FIR November 18 – 20, 2016 in Prague. 

Since the XVI regular congress in Sofia we could experience a number of important developments of the 
political work. Impressive commemoration activities of the 70th anniversary of Day of Victory and common 
activities like the international youth meeting in Auschwitz underlined importance of FIR and the meaning of 
the work with the youth.  
On the other hand confirms the problematic development (f. e. danger of war, problems for refugees, and 
uprising of extreme right groups) not only in Europe but in different parts of the world the necessity of anti-
fascist and anti-racist activities also in the future. Therefor a strong and authorized to act organization is 
necessary. 

So the tasks of the coming congress will be to make a realistic balance of our common work of the last years 
and to define the coming tasks. In addition we have to elect the leading committees. 

At the evening of November 18 – as an opening ceremony – we will hand over the Michel-Vanderborght-Award 
to partners of FIR. The closing will be a common commemoration ceremony in Lidice on Sunday morning.

The preparation of the congress has been done with excellent support of our Czech member federation CSBS. 
The conference and the accommodation will be in TOP Hotel Praha (Congress Center). Working languages at 
the congress are English and Russian. 

All member federations have been informed in the last weeks. If somebody is interested to participate as guest, 
please ask the national federation or contact the FIR-office. The travel expenses and the accommodation must 
be covered by you. We do not ask for participation fees, but FIR is unable to cover anytravel-expenses. 



in spite of the rather turbulent times that followed in European history. 71 years ago we gained military 
victory over fascism, but – especially these days – we are witnessing our failure to annihilate its inhuman 
ideas that seek to gain ground by wrapping itself in a new cloak and using new methods It presents itself one 
way in the Baltic countries, and another way in Ukraine, in Hungary, in France or even here in Greece. But 
intolerance and barbarism also appear in a different manner – in the form of so-called Islamist terrorism, the 
containment of which today represents a challenge as serious as the establishment of the earlier anti-Hitler 
coalition. Mankind is facing today unprecedented new challenges which can only be met efficiently through 
the cohesion and cooperation of forces that respect human values and dignity. 

We see that in certain places governments are making concessions to far right forces and so degrade 
parliamentary democracy. These methods include glorifying military forces that fought on the side of Hitler’s 
Germany, persons and groups collaborating with the SS, taking down public monuments dedicated to heroes 
of World War II or eliminating their names from there and, in some cases, placing on those sites sculptures 
of fascist, racist personalities. Falsification of history is going on within some political parties and radical 
groups, as well as in school books and in public life. The historic past of and the participants in the anti-fascist 
resistance are mentioned less and less in public education and media, which leads to a substantial weakening 
of the possibility to present the real events of the past.

Fascist and neo-Nazi views manifest themselves today mostly in the form of exclusion, xenophobia, veiled 
or undisguised racism, accompanied in many places by blind extremism mixed with ethnocentric attitudes 
and an ultra-nationalistic mythical vision of history. All these attitudes should be isolated by the democratic 
communities which ought to carry out a consistent activity of clarification, particularly among the younger 
generations, in order to be able to tell them the genuine history of our past. And in this connection, we should 
not forget that the carriers of those harmful views will first utter only words, but, as we experienced earlier, 
these words will open the way to terrible acts!

War, as it is, is contrary to mankind’s interests. We, antifascists, want peace! However, aware of the extremely 
complex and intricate situation of today’s world, we also have to emphasise that in situations when we are 
faced with aggression, genocide, crimes against humanity or war crimes, ethnic cleansing, we indeed must 
act, we must resist and we must avoid submissiveness! This is also what happened before, when – after many 
uncertainties, efforts of appeasement and erroneous judgments of given situations – an alliance against Hitler 
was finally set up.

As it is known, as a result of today’s wars and local conflicts, the number of refugees in Europe has become 
very considerable. By now, this problem has become the greatest and most sensitive challenge for the old 
continent, going in gravity beyond that of the international economic and financial crisis and the situation 
in Greece. I have to say, here, too, that the International Federation of Resistance Fighters was compelled to 
express its deep concern over the outrageous ways some countries are handling the refugee situation. The 
overwhelming majority of these people do not leave their homeland voluntarily in order to find protection in 
another part of the world. It is common knowledge that serious discussions are going on within the European 
Union about the way to treat this phenomenon which has acquired by now a totally new dimension. We 
believe that each and every EU member state should participate jointly and in a humanitarian spirit in the 
management of this unprecedented and grave challenge. Part of this activity should also be taking a firm 
stand against far right populism and demagogy. Europe cannot be built on locking itself in, it should be 
characterised by openness and tolerance.

Dear friends,

The International Federation of Resistance Fighters calls for common action on the occasion of the 71st 
anniversary of the end of World War II! Let us work together against manifestations of intolerance, of neo-
Nazism, for the creation of a world of justice and of more solidarity where our fellows humans are not 
ostracised because of the colour of their skin, of their different faith, culture and world vision or, perhaps, 
of their sexual identity. 71 years ago the anti-Hitler antifascist coalition had proved that people of different 



views can join forces in the pursuit of overriding goals. We expect our societies to find those critical common 
objectives, and the tools to attain them, which can ensure the avoidance of bloody conflicts and the survival 
of the mankind. Today, as we are walking on thin ice because of a number of urgent problems we face, 
we must also reckon with the fact that, as an integral part of this crucial task, the civilised world needs an 
efficient cooperation against so-called „inherited” or newly dressed ideologies of exclusion. The millions who 
took part in the antifascist resistance movement seven decades ago did not sacrifice their lives to see their 
successors watch idly the emergence and strengthening of fascism and other inhuman ideas. 

My dear friends,

As we are speaking on this conference about 
the steps of peace allow me at the end to inform 
you that in 1987 the UN presented to FIR the 
Peace Messenger Award. FIR not only cares and 
cultivates the memory of the former antifascist 
resistance fighters, the peacemaker, but also 
strives to serve peace through its actions. In 
2013 the member-federations of the FIR at 
their congress in Sofia launched the peace torch 
of FIR, which has now reached 26 countries. 
Outside Europe it was in Israel, and Pope Francis 
blessed it in Vatican City. Countless people have 
held the torch in their own hands. The torch of 
FIR serves the idea of fellowship, acceptance, and 

reconciliation among people. I am happy to see that in these days the peace torch’s idea of FIR has also 
reached this beautiful region of Greece, Makrakomi. 

For a tolerant and cosmopolitan Europe

The International Ravensbrück Committee, which represents the surviving prisoners of the women’s 
concentration camp Ravensbrück and their families, adopted at its present session in May 2016 in Vienna 
following resolution:

The International Ravensbrück Committee (IRK) is very concerned about the recent political developments in 
Europe. This is marked by xenophobia, violence and racism. Right-wing extremist groups and parties mobilize 
and radicalize large segments of the population with populist slogans. They stoke fears about the future and 
thereby incite hatred against all strangers. Their goal is another Europe, in which the essential elements of the 
previous canon of values will be overridden.

We appeal to the European Parliament and to all the governments of Europe: Stop these tendencies. We, the 
victim of Nazi persecution and their relatives have bitterly experienced, whereas such a development leads. The 
European idea, which is connected to ideas of freedom, human rights and tolerance, rooted not least in the 
international solidarity that practiced the prisoners in the Nazi concentration camps in the common struggle 
for survival.

We condemn Islamist terrorism. But this cannot and must not be tackled by the fact that fundamental rights 
are overridden.

The right to asylum must be maintained. Europe must not close the border towards people who are persecuted 
in their homeland for political reasons or need to flee from war and violence. We remember that countless 
persecuted during the time of the Nazi-regime survive only because they found asylum in other countries as 
refugees.



80 Years Ago in Spain…. Three New Contributions Regarding the Role of Volunteers 
from Belgium during the Spanish Civil War 

On Wednesday 1st of June more than eighty participants gathered in the conference room of Brussels based 
CegeSoma – Study Centre War and Society for a conference regarding the role of volunteers from Belgium 
during the Spanish Civil War. CegeSoma is a federal research and documentation center (since January 1st 
integrated in the State Archives) that aims at being a center of expertise on the history of the great political, 
social and cultural conflicts and turning points of the 20th century. It functions as a platform for scientific and 
social activities where both researchers and a generally interested public are involved.  The conference was 
co-organized by Amsab-ISG, the institute for social history of Ghent that possesses important archives of the 
socialist workers movement as well as on communism in Belgium.

It was a meaningful initiative for different reasons. 
Firstly, it is important to commemorate that eighty years ago, during the summer of 1936, under the leadership 
of General Franco, the Spanish army attempted a coup to overthrow the republican government in Spain. They 
met with the tenacious resistance of left-wing parties and other social organizations. As a result, Spain was 
divided into two bitterly opposed camps. The civil war that followed claimed around 600 000 lives and ended 
with the Falangist victory, marking the beginning of a dictatorship that would last for four decades. 
Secondly, although it is generally acknowledged that the republican government was widely supported by 
parts of the international community, the contribution from Belgium in this massive wave of solidarity stayed 
underexposed in the ever expanding international historiography. In proportion with the size of the country, 
this solidarity was nevertheless extremely important.  This can be demonstrated by two figures. Around 2400 
volunteers left from Belgium (among which 800 foreigners) to enroll in the International Brigades. After the 
republican front’s defeat in the north in 1937, around 4000 refugee children (‘niños de la guerra’) were welcomed 
by sympathetic Belgian families. 
Thirdly, a great amount of research has been carried out on the subject, shedding light on diverse aspects of 
this historical episode. But in the course of the conference three new contributions on Belgium’s role were 
presented: a biography, a data base and a documentary.
 

Piet Akkerman’s Biography

Sven Tuytens (correspondent in Madrid for the Flemish public television channel VRT) and Rudi Van Doorslaer 
(director of CegeSoma) have published a biography of Piet Akkerman. Akkerman was born in Antwerp, from 
Polish-Jew ascendance and union leader in the Antwerp diamond sector. In 1935 and 1936 this militant of 
the communist party took the lead of two important strikes. In 1936 he travelled to Spain, was enrolled in the 
French-Belgian André Marty-battalion of the XII Brigade, where he became political commissary. He died on 
January 1st 1937 at the age of 23 in the defense of Madrid.

We are shocked by the treatment experienced by refugees in Europe. The desperate people, among them women 
and children, remind us of the death marches of concentration camp inmates in 1945. The way how to deal 
with women and children, outraged us. They are looking for protection in our countries, but instead they are 
mistreated and abused in the camps.

The repatriation agreement between the European Union and Turkey from March 2016, we see a flagrant 
violation of the right of asylum. Refugees be forcibly deported to a country that flouts basic human rights and 
has contributed with its policy towards the “Islamic state” to the strengthening of Islamist terror.
Now people will be forced once again to pursue risky escape routes of the Mediterranean. The hope of the 
people, their right to a life without war, in justice and in freedom, must not be restricted by barbed wire. We 
need to avoid that our time is an era of mass extinction of fugitives.



A Database of Combatant Volunteers coming from Belgium

In 1975, Rudi Van Doorslaer was the first Belgian historian to study the archives regarding the Belgian members 
of the International Brigades which were kept in Salamanca. The data were systematically completed with other 
sources. Forty years later, intern François Van Pelt completed the database with the files from Moscow. For the 
first time, researchers and other interested people (descendants) can consult a fairly complete list of Belgian 
volunteers in the International Brigades. 

Documentary Première: ‘Les mamás belgues’ 

In April 1937, a group of young Jewish women from Antwerp and Brussels moved to Spain to participate in 
the Spanish Civil War. Their final destination was Ontinyent, a small town between Alicante and Valencia. 
The international Solidarity Fund and the International Trade Union Federation founded an ultramodern 
hospital in 1937 located at an old monastery. “The Belgian” was one of the biggest and best equipped military 
hospitals in Spain. Journalist Sven Tuytens collaborated with Spanish researcher Joan Torró Martínez to make 
an insightful documentary film about this republican hospital, the nurses from Belgium called “the Belgian 
mothers”, ‘Las mamas belgues’ in Valencian. The film was first screened in Ontinyent itself and received many 
positive reviews in the Spanish press (El País, El Mundo, Público, El Diario…). For the Belgian première at 
CegeSoma the documentary was introduced by Dr. Geert Van Goethem, director of Amsab-ISG, who also 
witnessed the Spanish première in Ontinyent attended by 1000 people.
After the defeat of the Spanish republic, most of the so-called Belgian mothers got involved in the communist 
resistance against Nazi-occupation of Belgium and France. Some took part in the partisan structures as 
couriers, others were active in intelligence networks as the one that later became famous as the Red Orchestra 
(Rote Kapelle). Some were caught and executed or died in the Nazi-destruction camps. Others luckily survived 
the war. All this demonstrates that for historians there’s still a lot of work to do. 

Dr. Vincent Scheltiens, Historian - Researcher at CegeSoma – Brussels

Alexei Petrovich Maresiev - 100 years a “real man”

The Russian Union of veterans celebrated the 100th anniversary of the birth of the responsible Secretary of the 
Soviet Committee of war veterans since 1956, Hero of the Soviet Union Alexei Petrovich Maresiev

We are celebrating the 100th anniversary of the birth of the famous military pilot, a public figure that became 
a model in life for each of us, Hero of the Soviet Union Alexei Petrovich Maresiev.
The opening were celebrated with the entering of the Russian Federation, a copy of the Victory banner, the 
banner of the Air Force and the flag of the Russian Union of veterans. The orchestra played the Russian national 
Anthem.

The President of the Russian Union of veterans of the army General Mikhail Alekseevich Moiseev revealed 

Support the political work of the International Federation of Resistance (FIR) - 
Association of Antifascist! 
 
The political work of international anti-fascist organization requires large resources. 
Since civil society organizations do not have national or institutional grants, the organization 
depends on contributions and donations. 
 
Bank-account: Postbank Berlin IBAN DE 04 1001 0010 0543 0541 07, Owner: FIR  
Donations from foreign countries only with IBAN DE 04 1001 0010 0543 0541 07 and  
SWIFT-BIC: PBNKDEF 



The International Federation of Resistance Fighters (FIR) - Association of Antifascists 
remembers Elie Wiesel

We have to say a last far-well to Elie Wiesel, who died in the first days of July 2016 at the age of 87 years. He was 
an international well-known survivor of the CC Auschwitz and Buchenwald. 

Born in Sighet in Transylvania, he was deported 1944 with his family to the extermination camp Auschwitz, 
where most of its members were killed. He himself left with an evacuation transport to Buchenwald, where he 
experienced one hand the hell of „Little Camp“, on the other hand the organized resistance of prisoners and 
the liberation on April 11, 1945. Although he was not a part of the resistance organization, he never forgot this 
solidary performance of his comrades.

As rapporteur of the United Nations and later as a professor of literature, philosophy and Judaism his central 
concern was to do everything that these crimes against humanity will not be forgotten and racism and 
antisemitism will never allowed to recover its strength. For this commitment, 1986, he was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize.

Several times he took the floor to speak to the world community to defend humanism and to preserve memories. 
June 2009, he accompanied US-President Barack Obama together with the President of the International 
Committee Buchenwald Dora Bertrand Herz during his visit in the memorial Buchenwald. Until his last days, 
Elie Wiesel was active in the historical educational work and in the preservation of the memories of the victims 
of racist extermination policy.

An important voice of the survivors, a voice of humanism and anti-racist movement has ceased with his death. 
We will never forget him. 

the most vivid episodes of Maresievs life. Today, it’s hard to 
imagine how it was possible to stay alive with a bullet through 
his legs in the winter, in fact, cold, and 18 days without food 
to crawl to the front line to continue to beat the enemy. Alexey 
Petrovich has not resigned himself to the fate of the disabled 
person. The sky called to him. He himself overcame along the 
way. Return to the sky was not just difficult, but impossible. 
But there won character, will power Maresyev.

“The story of a real man”, I read it in school – said I. S. 
Zadorozhnyy, 

Alexey Petrovich Maresev was and always will be for the 
Russians for the people of goodwill in foreign countries a 
living example of strong will and undying courage, a symbol of 
overcoming oneself.

The evening was adorned by the song and dance ensemble of 
Air and space forces of the Ministry of defence of the Russian 
Federation and famous artists.

Nikolai Royanov, Photo Yaroslav Necesi



News from member federations 
Invitation International Travel: “On to Spain!” - Formation of the International Brigades 

80 years ago - No pasaran - pasaremos!

They represented the most honorable side of solidarity and internationalism, which is to be active and with the 
use of the own life to stay on the side of those who are existentially threatened in their struggle for democracy, 
freedom and social justice. They fought against fascism!

Relatives, friends of the fighters on the side of the Spanish Republic 1936-1939 from many countries around 
the world honor the fighters in October 2016, making a tour to places of their work. The organisations AABI - 
Asociación de Amigos de las Brigadas Internacionales (Spain), ACER - Les Amis des Combattants en Espagne 
Républicaine (France) and the association “Fighters and Friends of the Spanish Republic from 1936 to 1939 
eV” (KFSR) have a coordinated joint proposal for the journey.

The preliminary proposal from the ACER and AABI for the itinerary is:
October 22, 2016 unveiling of a monument to the International Brigades at Gare d’Austerlitz, Paris.
October 23, 2016 Departure from Paris and arriving in Benicàssim. Overnight in Benicàssim.
October 24, 2016 events in Benicàssim - likely unveiling of a plaque in the hospital of the International 
Brigades (now Hotel Voramar). Visit to the cemetery, Film Screening, visiting villas in which Inter-Brigades 
recovered at that time. Overnight in Benicàssim.
October 25, 2016 Departure from Benicàssim to Albacete. Event in Albacete - The unveiling of a plaque in 
the discussion. Lodging in Albacete.
October 26, 2016 event in Albacete University UCLM / Madrigueras - (to be decided). Lodging in Albacete.
October 27, 2016 Departure from Albacete to Madrid. Overnight in Madrid.
October 28, 2016 Visit at Jamara / Guadalajara - Overnight in Madrid.
October 29, 2016 unveiling of the monument to the International Brigades in Vicálvaro. Overnight in 
Madrid.
October 30, 2016 departure from Madrid.
More information about potential stations and program elements will be later more precise.

We invite all interested persons, relatives and descendants of Spain fighters, artists, historians, scientists, 
journalists, politicians, authors, musicians and ensembles to join the trip. They should thank with own 
contributes the Spanish families on the side of the Republicans and activists who acquired merits to the 
remembrance of the International brigades. Let us consider together what the struggle of the International 
Brigades has to tell us today, how we can take the experience of the struggle against fascism and for democracy, 
freedom and social justice into today and the future. Let us make clear who these fighters were, what benefits 
of life are connected with their names.

Important instructions:
The cost of travel (transport, accommodation and meals) bear the travel participants themselves.

Money for crime?
The difficult path of reconciliation in Europe - 71 years after the war

The Groupe Mémoire / Groep Herinnering, was formed by former political prisoners. They include all the 
presidents of associations of former prisoners of the concentration and extermination camps, and they want 
to make Belgian society and the government pointed out that today the German government pays pensions to 
former military collaborators and members of the Waffen SS which by the Belgian justice had been convicted 
after the war.
The political prisoners who have defended the interests of Belgium during the Second World War by their 
absolute commitment, denounce this fact: After 71 years, a pension is still paid by the German Government 
to this Waffen SS. The names of the recipients and the amount of the pension remain meanwhile unknown. In 



fact, the liquidation dossiers are not regulated by far. It’s time to break free of these relics. This, however, can 
only happen by giving justice to the last survivors of the war.
The ongoing financing of former military collaborators by Germany continues to raise questions. It is 
inconceivable that the German government still hidden behind formal arguments or refuses to send information 
to neighboring countries.
1941 received the Western military collaborators of Hitler the chance to acquire German nationality. This 
is another Hitler decree, behind the current German government hides to pass any information on their 
“compatriots” to a “foreign power” - in this case, Belgium.
As the Netherlands Government pointed out in January 2015 that European States are obliged by a European 
law to inform each other about the pensions they pay to their respective citizens, was the laconic reply, this 
obligation applies only to private and not for military remuneration.
In an ARD Panorama program from the 90s it was said, the German Red Cross will turned into “difficult cases’’ 
to pay remuneration to convicted war criminals. During the broadcast the example of Denmark was headed.
But how can we be sure that this procedure does not apply to convicted Belgian war criminals?
In Germany, the imprisonment of convicted war criminals in Nuremberg were considered as years of service 
for Germany and had the consequence in an increased pension. According to oral statements such an approach 
should also be applied against convicted in Belgium collaborators.

Is it not time that the German government issued about information?
Is it not time to fit into a Belgian-German members Commission, which provides answers to the questions 
raised on a scientific basis?
We can hardly imagine that the present democratic government of the Federal Republic of Germany should 
refuse to continue to participate in the degradation of the last ruins of World War II.
That would be an important step towards reconciliation of hearts and minds in the new democratic Europe.

Pieter Paul BAETEN, Voorzitter van de Groupe Mémoire/Groep Herinnering
PEAEA shows practical solidarity with refugees

The Vice-president of FIR Christos Tzintsilonis and the member of the EC Gregorius Touglidis visited the camp 
for refugees nearby Athens and handed over some gifts for the everyday life for the refugees. They underlined 
that we can not only critic the political persons in power, but we should give our hand to those who need help 
in and problematic situation. The refugees thanked for this cordial meeting. 



First Memorial March “Immortal Regiment” in the Czech Republic.

Beginning of May 2016, round about 700 people participated in the first Memorial March “Immortal Regiment” 
in the Czech Republic. In this activitiy on the occasion of the 71st Victory Day participated veterans of the 
Czechoslovak units which were involved in the destruction of Hitler’s Germany and the liberation of their 
homeland, some Russian veterans and young people from Russia, Czech Republic, Ukraine, Slovakia, Belarus 
and other countries ,
They all presented portraits of her relatives, who had participated in hostilities or working in the hinterland. 
The symbol of this holiday was the St. George ribbons that the action participants pinned on the clothes.
The “Immortal Regiment” in Prague was organized among others by the public organization “For European 
multicultural society”, the Czech Freedom Fighters Association (CSBS), the Association of War Veterans of the 
Czech Republic, the association of Ludvik Svoboda, and the Association of Volyn Czechs.

Civil society organizations support a draft declaration on the Human Right to Peace

Last July 14 AEDIDH held an informal and improvised meeting in Geneva with representatives from several 
CSOs. Unfortunately, we have not been able to organize a second one with all the CSOs due to time constraints 
and logistics. During the meeting, one discussed the codification of the Human Right to Peace as well as the 
latest events that have taken place during the Human Rights Council, on which all organizations had been 
informed few weeks ago. We also talked about the possible strategies for the coming month. Since we wanted 
to include all the signatory organizations in this process, we attach the minutes of the meeting. In this way, 
you will have all the information related to the Human Right to Peace scheduled for the months prior to the 
General Assembly session in December.

You are kindly invited to attend these events and provide your comments. We also remind you that any initiatives 
from CSOs are welcome. Finally, we would be grateful if you could forward this email and its attachments to 
your network Organizations and invite them to support our Declaration by replying to this same account.

Spanish Society for International Human Rights Law (AEDIDH)
E-Mail: mpino@aedidh.org



Inauguration of the sculpture of the Hungarian national hero,
antifascist resistance fighter, Endre Bajcsy-Zsilinszky in Pálköve

On June 5, 2016 MEASZ-Bajcsy-Zsilinszky Memorial Committee inaugurated a sandstone sculpture of the 
Hungarian national hero at the antifascist resistance fighter’s former summer house in Pálköve (at the Lake 
Balaton).  The artwork of László Kiss, dedicated to the 130th anniversary of the birth of the national martyr, was 
significantly supported by the local municipality.  

Solidarity with SUBNOR Serbia,

Summer 2016 we received a letter of our Serb comrades. They informed us about a big historical revisionist 
meeting of Croatian nationalists in Austria. FIR protested against it, because it is unacceptable when such 
meeting are allowed without restriction of any kind. In a letter to SUBNOR Serbia President Vilmos Hanti 
declared: 

We have read your letter with great sympathy. Also, we have already learned about the scandalous parade of 
Ustasha followers in Bleiburg by the Austrian press.
This marching joins the scandalous events in various European countries to rehabilitate the SS units and other 
collaborators with the fascist criminals.
We want to assure you that the FIR clearly occurs with its possibilities and in the direction to national 
governments and the European Parliament against such forms of falsification of history. Our common goal is 
to preserve the legacy of the former partisans and all men and women who fought for their country’s freedom.



Stop the historical revisionism in Europe

On the day of the 71st anniversary of the liberation from fascism and war, fear sees with great concern the 
serious problems in several European countries, especially in Central and Eastern Europe (Poland, the Baltics, 
Hungary, Ukraine, Croatia, etc.) because of the historical revisionist trends.
 
It is unacceptable that the monuments to the liberators dismantled and destroyed today the political governments 
(Poland, Croatia, and Ukraine).
It is unacceptable that the heroic struggle of the partisans and Resistance fighters are being condemned and 
reduced their value in society.
It is unacceptable to Nazi collaborators and SS soldiers were honored as highly recommended in the Baltics and 
Ukraine, and they are called “freedom fighters”.
It is unacceptable that the present generation is faced with faulty information and revisionist views on the 
struggle of the Resistance (Hungary and Poland).

We condemn all these forms of historical revisionism and falsification. It is politically dangerous because it is 
often associated with the right policies and exposed the fascist groups which conduct propaganda in Ukraine. 
As we can see – there are such tendencies also in Poland or Hungary.

FIR and its member federations stand for the historical truth about the struggle of Resistance and to preserve 
the memory of those who fought against fascism and war. We remember all women and men, they sacrificed 
their lives, risking their health and freedom, to fight for the freedom of their country and the liberation of 
Europe. 

We are proud of the fact that in several countries anti-fascist and veterans organizations are able to mobilize 
the young generation on this topic, as we viding Italy, France, Germany, Russia and several other European 
countries. These are encouraging signals that all attempts of historical revisionism there will be political and 
anti-fascist responses. 

We encourage schools and universities, historians, educators, and anti-fascist fighters, to continue to bring 
young people the history of the struggle against fascism again and again.

We urge the European Parliament and political structures in all European countries to follow their own public 
statements, made the 70th anniversary of liberation/Victory Day – never to allow such historical revisionism 
and to defend the honor of the Resistance fighters and victims of Nazism.

EC of FIR 

Imprint :
Responsible: Dr. Ulrich Schneider, (General Secretary)
Secretariat: Internationale Föderation der Widerstandskämpfer - Bund der Antifaschisten (FIR), 
Magdalenenstr. 19, D- 10365 Berlin, Fon +49 (0) 30 – 55 57 90 83 - 4, Fax +49 (0) 30 – 55 57 90 83 - 9, 
E-Mail: office@fir.at , Internet www.fir.at

The International Federation of Resistant fighters (FIR) has been designated by the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations as a «Peace Messenger». The Federation is accepted as NGO at the UNESCO, Paris, at the UN standing 
committee of disarmament, Geneva and the European council, Strasbourg.

Bank account: Postbank Berlin (BLZ 10010010), Account: 543 054 107, Owner FIR, 
IBAN DE 04 1001 0010 0543 0541 07 SWIFT-BIC: PBNKDEFF
Donations are welcome.


