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First ideas about the results of the 2014 European elections
The election for the European Parliament has shown nationally very different results, which
must be especially evaluated by the respective member associations of the FIR and the social
forces in the countries concerned. But nevertheless also generalized statements can be made:
1 The different election results in the participating European countries have a common problem:
the low turnout. Even in countries where voting is compulsory did not participate in the election
of a large number of voters. The lowest turnout has been registreted in Slovenia with less than
20%. The overall result is that the "party of non-voters" has become the real election winner.
This shows that many people have seen no political future for themselves in elections to the
European Parliament. Perhaps because they saw no way to be able to take a real impact on the
political situation in Europe, perhaps because they have no overall expectations of Europe.
Here it is clear that the current policy of the European Union does not meet the needs of the
majority of citizens in the member countries.
2 Dramatic are the results of the extreme right and right-wing populist parties in many European
countries. In the UK UKIP reached 27.5%, in Denmark the DF 26.6%, in France the National
Front 25% and in Austria the FPÖ 19.5% of the votes. These are not "exceptions", but the
visible signs of the political development of extrem right parties. And there are openly fascist
and violent Nazi organizations represented in the European Parliament, Jobbik from Hungary
(14.7%), from Sweden "Sweden Democrats" (9.7%), from Greece the "Golden Dawn" (9.4%),
from Belgium Flaams Belang (4.2%) and from Germany for the first time NPD (1%). This shows
that racist ideology, nationalist responses to the crisis experiences and their militant
enforcement can actually mobilize a large number of voters.
This also applies in cases where extreme right-wing groups in relation to the last European
elections or the recent national elections could no longer reach the previous number of votes.
Both Wilders PVV and the Flaams Belang in Belgium lost recognizable voices.
3 The consequences: First, the existing right fractions will in the future occur with greater voting
power and second there will be a fraction (with all funds and political influence) which openly
advocates right-wing populist and neo-fascist positions. Unlike 2007, this fraction likely to
continue indefinitely, because the participants are less guided by nationalist ideology, but of
political power interests.
4 Despite all the drama on the extreme right, we can highlight positive that anti-fascist, leftoriented and democratic organizations got more influence – documented by the number of
votes – in different countries. This includes the result of "SYRIZA" in Greece, the results of the
various parties of the "indignados" in Spain and the Socialist Party in the Netherlands. As a
result, the fractions with which the FIR has worked confidently in the past (PSE and GUE-NGL)
has been strengthened, which may be a hopeful sign for us.
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5 For FIR, the election results have the consequence that we must strenghen our work together
with those forces in the European Parliament they are accessible for anti-fascist themes. The
support for our call was a good start. It is our responsibility and the task of our member
federations to use the possibilities of the results.
Ulrich Schneider, Generalsekretär der FIR

Never again SS-Europe!
FIR supports the antifascist protests on March 16, 2014 in Riga!

On March 16, 2014 anti-fascists protested
from several European countries on the
Freedom Square in Riga against a planned
march out of SS veterans and their young
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followers. At the National Memorial at
Freedom Square, the anti-fascists, including
the President of the International Federation of
Resistance Fighters (FIR), Vilmos Hanti, the
director of the Simon Wiesenthal Centre,
Efraim Zuroff, representatives of the
organization "World Without Nazism" and
representatives of member associations of FIR
from different countries laid down flowers
together with Latvian SS opponents in honor
of the resistance fighters and liberators of
Latvia from fascism before the SS veterans
started their march.
The police stopped the anti-fascists group on
the court when the Nazis passing by. This
proved to be involuntary support of the protest,
because then the about 1000 old- and neofascists were confronted with the banners of
anti-fascists, which they had prepared in
Latvian and English, and the flags of the VVNBdA, the FIR and other participating
organizations. "This joint protest against SSglorification and falsification of history is an
important signal of European culture of
remembrance," commented Vilmos Hanti.

The day before there had been massive
obstacles to anti-fascists by the Latvian
authorities. A group that traveled by bus from
Germany to Riga was exposed at the border
for hours stricter controls because suspects
that there were among the passengers
allegedly "violent demonstrators". After this
accusation had vanished into thin air, the bus
was able to cross the border, but was almost
40 kilometers from Riga stopped again by
security forces for hours and prevented from
proceeding further. Specific allegations did not
exist as FIR announced.
In advance of the Nazi provocation in Riga, the
FIR had already contacted the Latvian
Embassy in Berlin. In a letter its Secretary
General Ulrich Schneider stated to the
Ambassador Elita Kuzma: "For several years
we, the umbrella organization of former
fighters of the anti-Hitler coalition, resistance
fighters and partisans, Victims of the Nazi
regime and their bereaved families and today's
anti-fascists from 25 European countries and
Israel, protest together with the anti-fascist
forces from different countries against the
deployment of former SS members and young
people glorifying the SS Tradition on March 16
each year in Riga.
It is inconceivable to us that a country that
claims a place in the community of European
nations, such organizations provides a public
advocate for the rehabilitation of these criminal
traditions. Fascism is not an opinion but a
crime - a crime against humanity, such as the
International Military Tribunal stated in
Nuremberg 1945. We cannot understand that
these criminals who are responsible for
thousands of deaths also on the civilian
population are named as "Fighters for the
Freedom of Latvia".

And it is still inconceivable to us that in a city
that has been selected as the European City
of Culture in 2014, such a Nazi rally is
tolerated, but those who want to protest

against such fatal traditions are denounced by
of the security forces as "Latvia slanderer" or
"threat to public safety".
This year, FIR will exercise again their right to
public opposition to SS rehabilitation in Riga.
Together with anti-fascists from Scandinavian
countries and Germany also our President will
participate in these protests. We expect the
Latvian authorities that they ensure that this
protest is allowed without any restriction. "

FIR protests against desecration of the Mauthausen Memorial
Just before the liberation celebrations in the Mauthausen Memorial on Sunday, 11 May 2014
the wall of the memorial near the camp gate were smeared by neo-Nazis with a swastika and
the slogan "Türkenrass in das Gas. Sieg Heil". In 2009 and 2010, neo-Nazis desecrated the
memorial; the perpetrators have not been brought up and sentenced in court until today.
During the investigation a further desecration of a grave stone of a Turkish child at the cemetery
Mauthausen with swastika was known. The chairman of the Upper Austrian KZ-Verband/VdA
Harald Grünn calls for the immediate investigate of this crime by the police and the punishment
of the neo-Nazi group. The permanent trivializing of active structures of extreme rights in Upper
Austria – although after the defeat of the object 21 structures – must now be terminated
definitely, Harald Grünn from KZ-Verband/VdA called.
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Meeting of Executive committee of FIR in Budapest
FIR expresses its great concern about the current situation in Europe, where extreme right and
neo-fascist forces gain massive influence in countries of the European Union and outside the
EU. For example, in Hungary they give the keywords for chauvinistic and racist policy, in Poland
they exclude social minorities, in the Baltic states they operate with historical revisionism and in
Ukraine – supported by representatives of European governments, USA and NATO – neo-fascist and far-right forces get great influence in the current administration, which has been formed
outside the Constitution law. Such policy is directed against social and national minorities and
stands for war and expansionism.
FIR deplore that representatives of the European Union recognize such forces and massively
promote such groups. Our idea of Europe is linked with the tradition of anti-fascist resistance, a
Europe that ensures the social and political rights of all people. Therefore, we demand a clear
attitude of all European authorities against extreme - right tendencies and neo-nazi groups in all
European countries.

Historical conference in Budapest
As the President of the International Federation of Resistance Fighters (FIR) and the Hungarian
Federation of Resistance Fighters and Antifascists (MEASZ) I am glad to welcome both our
guests from abroad and from Hungary.
Not long ago the international human rights movement “World Without Nazism” published a
book, in which – on the basis of common criteria – it lists eighteen European countries according to the social presence of radical nationalisms. The first five countries in the order of shame
are: Greece, Estonia, Latvia, Ukraine and Hungary. But even without this research we can feel
that Europe, the post-Soviet countries and Hungary are all driving towards the far-right. We are
sliding into Nazism without the slightest of resistance.
This is why today’s international conference, organized by the European Alter Summit network,
MEASZ (the Hungarian Federation of Resistance Fighters and Antifascists), the Hungarian Antifascist Network, and the Hungarian Antifascist League is so important. Today we will come
closer to outlining a more resolute strategy to stand up against the European far right and neofascism. I would like to draw the attention to the call of FIR announced for the campaign of the
European Parliament elections. The essence of this appeal is for us to elect antifascists into the
European Parliament!
Three days before the Hungarian parliamentary election I can only say that if the present Or bán-regime remains in power, then this dictatorial, extreme nationalist leadership, which in fact
stands very close to a fascist political system, could once again gain legitimacy, which further
speeds up the process of far-right tendencies. This will probably happen even though it is
known that the support of the present Hungarian power is only an appearance. The present
government coalition with its two-third majority shamelessly modified the election system according to its own interests. Thus, it has created such social circumstance that places them in a
secure winning position: people became vulnerable and are intimidated; the freedom of press
was abolished. We could only hope that the righteous human nature of the voters will rise
above, and that they will be brave to replace the Orbán government.
We must be blind to not notice that there is quite a big problem in Europe, and thus in Hungary
also. Since the end of the Second World War, the far right hasn’t been so strong as nowadays.
This sad situation is also present in other European countries; however, they are lucky enough
not to have their own Viktor Orbán.
In this situation, my dear friends, unity is essential. We should turn our energy primarily to this.
Separately we are but a few, together we can be successful! Therefore, the precondition of
implementing the antifascist strategic steps is for us to be able to efficiently cooperate with each
other.
We should stop insulting and excluding each other from the antifascists. Some consider those,
who strive to gain capital cannot be anti-fascists. I don’t believe this to be true. Some people ar 4

gue that those who are anticommunists or anti-Zionists cannot be regarded as antifascists. This
isn’t true either. Whereas some assume that anti-fascism is merely an activism. I don’t see this
to be true.
As the President of FIR and MEASZ I believe that anti-fascism is not a question of political affili ation of the right-or left-wing, or of religiousness. Antifascists have a big family to whom all
those belong who don’t represent and advocate the bestial sinful idea of fascism. It is another
question that every antifascist has different characteristics. People are antifascists in many dif ferent ways. In a colourful society this is only natural. Anti-fascism is a humanistic way of life,
which should be undertaken by every honest person. We can have different world views; we
don’t even have to like each other much. What bonds us is the necessity of standing up against
neo-fascism. Fascist thinking isn’t an opinion which should be allowed and further gain space; it
is a sin, a felony against mankind.
If we jointly undertake broad unity, our antifascist positions could rapidly change for the better.
But it is only with the widespread unity of the antifascists that the possibility of implementing our
strategies opens up.
The situation requires quick action that cannot be delayed further. I represent the view that the
conscious forces of anti-fascism should act together and unite their efforts. Not tomorrow, but
immediately!

The speakers of the historical conference in Budapest which could be followed via life-stream in
Internet
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The “torch of FIR” on the road

Our president and further members of FIR together with the Pope in Rome

Commemoration ceremony in Yad Vashem, Israel

The Bulgarian Antifascist Union presents the „torch of FIR” in Bulgaria
6

The “torch of FIR” in Serbia, Sabatka.

SUBNOR Serbia presents the “torch of FIR”

ANPI presents the “torch of FIR” in Ancona, Italy together with the mayor of Ancona
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The International Federation of Resistance Fighters (FIR) commemorates
the victims of the fascist barbarism in Oradour
70 years ago, on June 10, 1944 units of the SS Division "Das Reich" and units of the German
Wehrmacht murdered in the French village Oradour situated near Limoges women, children and
men. Some days after the Allied landings in Normandy the German occupiers wanted to set an
example. Looking for partisan weapons the villagers were rounded up on the marketplace.
Thereafter, the women and children were separated from the men. The men were taken to four
barns, where they were shot and and their corpses were burned. The women and children
suffered the same fate in the Church: 642 people died, only six civilians survived.
If we remember this massacre of the fascist occupiers, then we have very clearly emphasize
that the perpetrators have remained largely unpunished. The death sentences were imposed in
absentia in 1953 by the French courts in Bordeaux, not meant that West German courts moved
to account the perpetrators who lived unmolested in Germany. Only in the GDR Heinz Barth, a
former platoon leader in Oradour, was sentenced in 1983. After the reunification of Germany
this judgment was set aside as "injustice system".
The FIR emphasized: It is not enough that the German Federal President travels in a
"consternation" tour to Oradour, while at the same time the political and legal processing of this
crime in the West German public does not take place. Therefore, the FIR has supported a
project of Florence Hervé and Martin Graf, a German-French documentation of this crime under
the title "Oradour - History of a massacre".
We call for:
The Federal Republic of Germany must finally acknowledge the German responsibility for the
massacre.
The surviving perpetrators must be held legally accountable.
Germany must contribute to the fact that the historical facts are properly processed and
documented.

Support the political work of the International Federation of Resistance (FIR) Association of Antifascist!
The political work of international anti-fascist organization requires large resources.
Since civil society organizations do not have national or institutional grants, the organization depends on
contributions and donations.
Bankaccount: Postbank Berlin BLZ 100 100 10 , Kontonummer 543 054 107, Kontoinhaber: FIR
Donations from foreign countries only with IBAN DE 04 1001 0010 0543 0541 07 SWIFT-BIC: PBNKDEFF

News from Member-federations
70 Years ANPI – with the idea of freedom in the heart
On behalf of the FIR, the member of the
Executive Committee Filippo Giuffrida has
sent a letter to ANPI President Carlo
Smuraglia to congratulate the organization of
former Italian partisans, family members and
current anti-fascists for the 70th anniversary.
ANPI is today a living and politically powerful
organization, which has about 130,000
members and is organized in over 100
regional committees. Still about 10% of the
members are former partisans and freedom
8

fighters, about 30,000 are women and nearly a defense of democratic rights based on the
third are young members aged 18 to 30 years. Constitution. The FIR is proud to have such an
ANPI is an active organization that is organization as active collaborator in its ranks
committed to the historical memory and the
Declaration of the Russian Committee of Veterans
These days, while the fate of our compatriots
living in Ukraine, the Republic of Crimea and
the legendary Sevastopol comes to a decision,
we, the participants of the Great Patriotic and
World War II, the vetrans of war fighting and
military conflicts, of the military and state
services, veterans of the work - the members
of the Russian Veterans Association underline
our responsibility, that we can not observe all
these significant events indifferently.
Remembering our shared history and destiny,
our culture and the common spiritual origins,
we are alarmed and worried about the danger
that threatens the Ukrainian fraternal people.
Neo-Nazis and neo-fascists, certain forces of
the countries of Western Europe and the U.S.
are trying to assault the unity of the old Slavic

people to split its ranks and pursue a wedge in
relations with Russia.
We are convinced that the veterans of the
Ukraine, the most unanimous department of
citizens, will do anything not to allow a division
of sister states and nations, as some have
done, the European Union and the United
States to the former Yugoslavia.
Justice and democratic ideals for which we
fought together and defend will now help to
overcome the difficulties that have occurred in
Ukraine. The authorities of the Crimea act in
accordance with international law and the
decisions of the International Court of Justice
of the Organization of the United Nations.
March 2014

International seminar “on the road to victory”
War heroes remember the blockade of the city of Leningrad
The international meeting of veterans of the
Great Patriotic War was held in the Kamchya
complex from 23rd of January to 5th of February
under the slogan “On the Road to Victory”.
The event was organized by the Foundation
“Sustainable Development for Bulgaria” in collaboration with the Russian Centre for Culture
and Information and the Central Committee of
the Bulgarian Antifascist Union.
The meeting was attended by representatives
from the Bulgarian Antifascist Union, who’s
Chairperson is Chavdar Stoimenov, the Union
of Officers and Sergeants, comrade Todor
Anastasov – from the Union of Veterans of
War and delegations from the Organization of
Veterans of Moldova, led by Alla Mironik
(member of the Parliament of Moldova), the
Russian Council of Veterans from the Coordination Council of Russian Countrymen, and
also Greek antifascists and citizen from
Leningrad, who managed to survive the occupation of their hometown.
The event was dedicated to the 70 year anniversary of the final fall of the blockade of the
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city of Leningrad and the victorious battles that
followed during the Great Patriotic War. The
International Forum was held in order to prepare the celebrations of the 70 year anniversary of the Victory over the fascism in 2015.
The organizers declared that every participant
in the International Seminar had his rich biography, strong personality and dedicated contribution to the Second World War and the important problems of their generation.
A round table “On the Road to Victory” took
place during the Forum on the 27 th of January
– on which 70 years ago the occupation of the
heroic city of Leningrad ended.
In the spirit of great hospitality, cordiality and
friendship academics, veterans and public
servants discussed, shared and remembered
the events that occurred during the Great
Patriotic War. Propositions regarding the
upcoming festivities dedicated to the glorious
victories on the road to the Day of Triumph
and the 70 year anniversary during 2015 were
also reviewed.

The exhibition „European resistance fight“ on tour
The Exhibition of Resistance during the
Second World War – a joint co-operation of
the Belgian Insitut des Vétérans Brussels and
the FIR – arrived on April 1st in the National
Museum War and Resistance in Overloon
(near the German border) in the Province of
Brabant. The Netherlands is the first country
where the exhibition through Europe is
welcomed.

A team of the Belgian Institut des Vëtérans
from Brussels and a team of the Dutch antifascists Union AFVN/BvA started on the morning
of the 1st of April to install the panels in the
main entrance hall to the resistance section of
the museum. During the day opening
speeches were made by Suzan Yucel (of the
AFVN) and the Manager of the Museum, Eric
den Dungen. Both speakers referred to the importance of remembrance of fascism during
the Second World War and connected it to
today’s danger of extreme-right forces in
Europe.
During “the weekend of Museums “ on the 4th
and 5th April the museum had lectures concerning the World War. The exhibition shows
to the public the struggle of antifascist resistance in Europe.
On April the 17th the exhibition of Liberty Tour
and the FIR exposition has been officially
opened by the Commissaris der Koning of
both the Province of Brabant and of Limburg.
Piet Schouten, Board member of the AFVN/BvA

Thanks to the support of the Institute of Vétérans the FIR could acquire "European resistance
against Nazism" in the three languages German, English and French, another copy of the
exhibition end of June 2014. This exhibition with 50 setting boards can be borrowed through the
Office of the FIR in Berlin. The conditions and possible dates can be requested through the
office.

5th regular congress of VVN-BdA in Frankfurt / M
End of May 2014, the Federal Congress of the
VVN-BdA was held in Frankfurt / Main. The
main aspects have been an evaluation of
work, discussing the political tasks of the
coming years and to choose a new leading

past years. The active participation in FIR was
an important point in the annual report. In the
discussion, of course, weaknesses were
identified and emphasized task of attracting
the organization for young anti-fascists.
The proposed documents presented all
political tasks of the VVN-BdA. It was about
the struggle against neo-fascism, racism and
anti-Semitism, the preservation of memory and
the prevention of historical revision, the
defense of democratic and social rights and
the rights of refugees, advocating for an active
peace policy and against military solutions to
conflicts.
As a practical contribution to the work the new
edition of the exhibition "neo-fascism in
Germany", which was published with the
support of trade unions and other
body. About 150 delegates representing the organizations, could be seen at the
approximately 130 district associations. The conference.
conference bilanced a successful work of the
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On the eve of the Congress a well-attended
panel discussion with international guests from
France, Greece, the Netherlands and Hungary
took place politically evaluating for the first
time the results of the elections to the

European Parliament from the perspective of
anti-fascist organizations.
Finally, the new leading bodies of the VVNBdA were chosen with great unanimity.

Meeting with Serbian comrades in Budapest
Following the ceremony to award the Radnoti
prices, members of the Executive Committee
of the FIR met with representatives of the
Serbian partner organization SUBNOR to
exchange views. The Serbian friends told us of
their events that they have organized on the
occasion of the presentation of the "Torch of
FIR" in different cities. There were meetings
with municipalities, with youth organizations
and public rallies, where the international
solidarity of the anti-fascist associations
became visible.

International Conference on "Global Peace versus global interventionism and
imperialism" Belgrade, March 22-23, 2014
The Belgrade Forum for a World of Equals, the Serbian host club, the club of the generals and
admirals of Serbia and the Federal Veterans of Serbia (SUBNOR) organised in coordination
with the World Peace Council on 22-23 March 2014 an International Conference on "Global
Peace Global versus intervention and imperialism". The conference was held on the occasion of
the 15th anniversary of the armed NATO aggression against Serbia and Montenegro (Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia). The conference theme was "Do not forget." More than 500 scientists,
experts and public figures in the fields of international relations and security from 50 countries of
Europe and the world attended this conference. The conference commemorated the victims of
the 78-day bombardment, and lay down on the memorial wreaths. They honored all the victims
of the illegal NATO aggression against Serbia and Montenegro, and expressed the former
Yugoslav People's Army, the Federal Government, President Slobodan Milosevic and all heroic
resistance fighters from their deep respect.
The debate was conducted in a constructive and tolerant dialogue and touched the most
important aspects and problems of international peace and security. The lectures were devoted
essentially to the question of how to preserve global peace and find ways to stop the global
interventionism and the destabilization of countries that produce crises around the world,
undermining the international legal and political world order and the whole World threatens to
draw in a big confrontation. The participants analyzed the reasons and consequences of the
NATO aggression in 1999, not only for Serbia and the Balkans, but also their global
consequences for peace and security in Europe and the world.
In the extensive political declaration was highlighted:
Only a world that is free from the domination of imperialism and militarism has a chance to
prevent a catastrophic war. The global economic crisis and its consequences underline the
need to overcome this system, unemployment, wars and misery produces. It is absolutely
unacceptable that international law is determined by a regional center of power such as NATO
and the European Union who want to replace the United Nations Security Council, but quite the
opposite.
The only true international community is the United Nations and non-self-appointed members of
any regional groups. We have to fight to get the universal character of international law, both in
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relation to the large and the small countries, has the same obligations in relation to the
developed as well as developing countries. We still have a resolute advocate, the civilizational
heritage, how to preserve freedom, ethics and dignity and reject all spare pieces of the
cooperative capitalism and imperialism practiced by the military-industrial and finance capital.
Conference participants stressed that meeting the objective needs of active involvement in the
mobilization of all peace forces is required to regardless of its leadership to reject any military
conquest ambitions against any country.
In parallel, it is necessary to mobilize all forces in the development of democratic international
relations based on the principles of the UN Charter, the provisions of international law, the strict
observance of the sanctity and independence of all States, its territorial integrity and the
principle of non-interference in the internal affairs. Such a world would be measured on
humanistic values. At this great utopia, we must believe and tirelessly they occur. That is the
basic message of the Conference.

Literature for Anti-fascists
What is Anti-fascism?
This question moves member associations
of the FIR in different countries. In this
case, all organizations find their answers in
the context of their own historical
experiences.
Ulrich Schneider, Secretary General of the
FIR, presented in the spring of this year in a
small book a definition of this term in the
context of German history and political
experience. For him, the term is both an
analytical category, on the other hand, the
expression of a political movement that
responded in various ways to the
challenges of history.
In the first chapter he deals with the beginnings of the anti-fascist movement in the
20s, the strategy debates and the practical
implications for the anti-fascist resistance
until the liberation of 1945.
The second chapter deals with the
experiences of the anti-fascist struggle in
Germany until 1989, the chances of a new

beginning and the changing experience of
the 50s and 60s to the social uprising in the
80s. He considered in a digression, the
development of anti-fascism in the GDR.
In the third chapter the author describes the
development of anti-fascist organizations
and issues in the years since 1990. His
view is not only directed to the VVN-BdA,
but the author examines the entire width of
the anti-fascist forces, trade unions, social
alliances with the active participation of
VVN - BdA and autonomous anti-fascist
youth movement.
He understands anti-fascism as access to
political action, which does not apply to
certain political parties, but to an active
commitment to "the destruction of Nazism
with its roots" and "building a new world of
peace and freedom," as it says the oath of
the surviving prisoners of the concentration
camp of Buchenwald in April 1945.
Bernd Kant
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