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The world celebrates the “Day of Liberation” - the “Day of Victory”
Let’s unite with renewed resistance against new types of fascism!
Speech of Vilmos Hanti, President of FIR, in Moscow

Seventy years have passed since the great victory over fascism. We are delighted that few former
resistance fighters are still among us; however, regrettably, as time goes by their personal presence ebbs and with it their experience and examples dissolve, having less and less impact in our
world. The people of the former Soviet Union made the biggest sacrifices for this great antifascist
victory, for which these nations will be eternally respected. Next to the antifascist coalition’s army,
the armed and political partisan resistance units organized by the people themselves in many dif ferent countries was significant.
But we should also not forget about the heartland, about those women and children left at home
who helped the soldiers on the fronts or the local partisans. On this great celebration – if I may – I
would like to personally express the appreciation and gratitude of the International Federation of
Resistance Fighters (FIR) to the former resistance fighters and to their descendants. I would like to
ask them to be proud of their heroic deeds, and to continue working with their personal examples
and show how this admirable human resistance shall never be forgotten, how it should serve as
an example for the present.
We find ourselves today in situations, were the “communists” are shamelessly blamed for the horrors of the Second World War, forgetting their decisive role in the antifascist coalition. Falsification
of history is taking place everywhere: on the level of political parties, in schoolbooks, in public dis courses. The heroism of the antifascist resistance fight, its historic past and excellent personalities
appear less and less in public education and in public discourse, which reduces the possibilities of
the present antifascist resistance fight in extraordinary scale. The names and statues of the former
antifascist resistance heroes are removed from public places; in better cases there will be nothing,
in worse cases they will be replaced by fascist, racist, and anti-Semitic personalities.
The Holocaust remembrances often take place in a vacuum without presenting the historical correlations. They only speak about the sufferings instead of using the opportunity to unveil the ideology of fascism that is innately prone to killing. They should remind about the inhumanity of the farright that has already been seen in history. Usually they do not mention and show how the hero ism of the antifascist resistance fighters and the antifascist alliance should be an example to fol low. It is them who eliminated the horrors, liberated the concentration camps, demolished the
ghettos, and brought peace to the world.
FIR calls upon joint actions on the 70th anniversary of the victory over fascism. We turn to the bet ter half of the world. Let’s unite with new resistance fight against the new types of fascism. The
task for all of us and for all responsibly thinking people out there  be it right or left oriented, believer or non-believer  is to fight against the strengthening of new types of fascism for more equitable

and solidary world, where certain people will not be excluded from mainstream society because of
their skin color being different, or they come from different cultures, have a different sexual identity, or even because they are poor.
70 years ago the anti-Hitler antifascist coalition proved that people of different world views can join
together and cooperate. We antifascists wait and urge the different societies, especially the big
powers to act substantively against neo-fascism; doing it so in the spirit of the former alliance.
They should not seek to evade each other, in the process of which they often use the far-right for
their own aims. Let antifascism be such a minimum in their relationship that overwrites every conflict of interest. Representation of antifascism could be the common goal on the base of which their
interest in peaceful relations may be found. Today, while walking on very thin ice, we must realize
the need for cooperation against neo-fascism.
The millions of former resistance fighters sacrificed their lives seven decades ago not for us to
helplessly and idly watch the strengthening of present fascism.

International conference of veterans in Moscow

The end of March was held an impressive international conference of the Russian Veteran Union
together with the FIR in Moscow. Also present were veterans and representatives of antifascist
organizations from Europe and Asia. A high level delegation from Mongolia, representatives from
almost all former Soviet republics, Hungary, the Czech Republic, Bulgaria, Italy, Belgium,
Germany and almost all Yugoslav successor states.
In a policy speech General Mikhail A. Moiseev, the chairman of the Russian Veterans Association
and vice president of the FIR underlined the current importance of the political work of the
antifascist and veteran organizations in 70.Jahr the victory of the anti - Hitler - coalition and close
connection with the FIR. He pointed to the visible dangers of historical revisionism in various
Eastern European countries and called for a joint struggle against a resurgence of fascism. For the
FIR Vilmos Hanti President and Secretary General Dr. Ulrich Schneider spoke.
The second day of the conference, participants laid down on different locations in Moscow,
especially near the Kremlin wall and the Central Museum of the Great Patriotic War, wreaths and
flowers to the memories of those who sacrificed their lives for the liberation of their homeland from
the fascist barbarity and for the common victory.

Moscow Appeal:
Joint statement adopted by WFTU, WFDY, WPC, IADL, WDIF and FIR
We, the representatives of international democratic organizations – the World Federation of Trade
Unions (WFTU), the World Peace Council (WPC), the Women’s International Democratic Federation (WIDF), the International Association of Democratic Lawyers (IADL) , the World Federation of
Democratic Youth (WFDY), the International Federation of Resistance Fighters – Association of
Anti-Fascists (FIR), who have gathered in Moscow for the celebration of the 70th anniversary of
the Victory over Fascism, hereby declare:
It is 70 years since our great common victory over fascism, under the banner of Victory, progressi ve, anti-imperialist, anti-fascist forces of the world have united for joint actions to prevent a repeat
of the tragedy that carried away tens of millions of lives by fighting together against the root causes of war and oppression.
The victory over world fascism and militarism gave a powerful impetus to the spread of the ideas
of social justice and national equality. The year 1945 saw an upsurge of the movement for national
liberation of many countries from the dominance of imperialism and colonialism as well as universal social transformations aimed at solving acute social problems and democratization of social
and political life along with creating new societies. The lessons from the Victory over fascism as
well from the causes which have led to the war are present today in a period of growing imperialist
aggressiveness, occupation and threats to the sovereignty of the peoples, in a period of deep global economic crisis of capitalism. We declare our vehement opposition and denounce under this
light the role of NATO, the armed wing of imperialism which is committing for more than 66 years
crimes against humanity under old and new pretexts. We condemn likewise the efforts for the further militarization of the EU, with the plans to establish a permanent EU army.
The activities of our international organizations over the seven decades of their existence contribu ted greatly to the preservation of world peace, to the achievement of national independence by
many countries, to social and political progress of humankind. The relevance of our experience is
particularly evident in our day in the year of the 70th anniversary of the Great Victory. The events
of recent years have shown that peace has not grown stronger. Wars are raging in various regions, neo-fascists and extremists are rearing their heads, and efforts are being made to pervert the
history of the Second World War and rehabilitate fascism. The forces which at the end of 1945
were hiding like cowards in European forests or were secretly harboring their evil designs now
openly take to the streets of European cities perpetrating barbaric acts of violence with regard to
the civilian population. In some countries of the world medieval customs and procedures are being
revived that violate the social and political rights, especially of women. The call “People, Be Vigi lant” is relevant again. There is greater need for joint actions by all the progressive forces.
We condemn all efforts of re-writing and falsification of history, including the one of the 9th May
and call upon all people to denounce and condemn the glorification of Nazism, neo-Nazism and
other practices that contribute to fueling contemporary forms of racism and xenophobia.
We, the representatives of international organizations, are launching an appeal to defend historical
memory. We call for a decisive end to the propaganda of the ideas of racism and genocide. We
are sure that the experience of seven decades of the struggle against fascism and war, for peace
and democracy, for social and political rights may once again provide a powerful impetus to protecting humanity from new threats to its existence.
We bow our heads in memory of those who gave their lives in the struggle for our freedom. We
bow our heads to the courage and the heroic feat of the Soviet people who have made the decisive contribution to Victory. We remember the names of the best sons and daughters of European
peoples who fought in the Resistance units. We call on the peoples of the world to make their historic contribution to the struggle for peace, for freedom from tyranny, for a world where the peoples
will be the masters of their fortunes, without imperialist domination and exploitation.

FIR and MEASZ commemorated the 70th anniversary of liberation of Budapest
In February 2015 connected with the 70 th an-

niversary of the liberation of Budapest the Hungarian federation MEASZ hosted the meeting of
the executive committee of FIR for its regular
meeting in Budapest. Together with the Hungarian freedom fighters we commemorated at
the monument on the banks of the Danube,
those who had lost their lives in the struggle
against the fascist occupation and for the liberation of the country.
On the wreath-laying ceremony, members of the
Serbian and Slovak Association participated as
guests.

The way of „torch of FIR“ through Europe
The torch at the ceremony in Memorial Buchenwald

With Austrian comrades at the bell-tower
With Belgian comrades at the Appellplace
The torch in Portugal in the ranks of URAP

At a mass-meeting

With timewitnesses in a school

The torch in a concert of the Auschwitz-survivor Esther Bejerano

MEASZ/ FIR – Summer-school in Cyprus
For the first time end of May 2015 members of
FIR-associations met on Initiative of MEASZ to
a Summer-school located on Cyprus. It was
about political discussions, meetings with the
friends of the Cypriot veterans associations and
days of recovery after the intensive efforts of
various commemorating and historical events.
In this context, the group also took part in a
important politically encounter of Government
representatives of both parts of Cyprus. This
rapprochement is an important step towards
overcoming the split the country.

“Train of 1000” – International Youth-meeting for May 8, 2015
From 5 to 10 May 2015, the international youth project "train of 1000", supported by the Auschwitz
Foundation, the International Federation of Resistance Fighters found (FIR) - Association of Anti-Fascists
and the "Institut des Vétérans" (Belgium), went to Poland. More than 1000 young people from Belgium,
France, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Portugal, the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Hungary came by a
special train from Brussels to Krakow and visited the memorial of the concentration camp and
extermination camp Auschwitz. At the opening ceremony in Brussels on 5 May even Philippe, the King of
the Belgians, attended this event.
Survivors of Auschwitz accompanied the young people on the train and had intensive discussions with
them. Some 60 German youths, students from Bebra, Fulda and Hoyerswerda and antifascists from
different parts of the Federal Republic - organized by the VVN-BDA - also participated.
With a guided tour program in the two parts of the Auschwitz Memorial, interviews with time-witnesses,
meetings with young people from other countries, visiting the children's opera "Brundibar" composed in
ghetto Terezin and an impressive concert of klezmer band Kroke the days in the train and in Poland were
filled.
On a big final rally in the Auschwitz-Birkenau, which also includes more than 100 Czech young people and
veterans, spoke the Auschwitz survivor Paul Sobol and Albert Israel, the President of the European
Parliament Martin Schulz and alongside others, Secretary General of the FIR Ulrich Schneider.

„It moves me deeply to see a thousand young people from all over Europe gathered
here in Auschwitz today.“
Excerpts of the speech of Martin Schulz, President of the European Parliament
We have come together here in Auschwitz to bow low before the memory of all those who were murdered,
all those who were forced to endure suffering for which no reparations can ever be made. We bow our
heads to the victims.
We have come together here in Auschwitz today to keep the memory alive. Mr. Alberto Israël and Mr Paul
Sobol, I am grateful that you are here with us today. You, survived the terror of the camps, You, who did
not succumb to devastation, the devastation of the death camps and the devastation of dreadful memories.
You, who, after everything you had to endure, did not give up on humanity. You, who found the strength to
tell your story. So that your memories will become our shared memory. ...
We must keep the memory alive. We must do so for the sake of our children, we must tell them so that their
children will tell the next generation. So that it will not happen again. ...
Out of the rubble and the ruins that was Europe after the war, brave men and women set out to build a new
Europe as they vowed "Never again". A Europe of democracy and freedom, of justice and human rights. A
Europe where people can be who they are, love who they love, believe what they want and pray how they
want. You who have come together in Auschwitz from all over Europe to honour the dead, to keep the memory alive and to never allow the old demons to return; you will inherit this Europe. It will be upon you to

fulfill the pledge to the survivors of "Never again" and realize their hope of building a better world. And as I
look at you, you who have reversed the journey of death into a journey of hope, I am not anxious about the
future.

„We count on you – my dear young fellows!“
Excerpts of the speech of Ulrich Schneider, General Secretary of FIR
It is an impressive activity connected with the 70th anniversary of liberation from fascism and war, which is
in many countries celebrated as "Day of Victory Day", to commemorate the common European history of
the Anti-Hitler-Coalition. First of all there were the forces of the Allies - here in Auschwitz, the units of the
Soviet army - who have reached the military defeat of the fascist Wehrmacht and its collaborators. For this
we have to thank the Allies.
But in all European countries and also in Italy and Germany have been women and men, they organized
the resistance fight against fascism in power and thus they made their own contributions for the liberation.
They, too, deserve our great thanks. It is up to us - the representatives of the today’s generations - with this
common activity to take over from the last survivors of the eyewitness’s generation the responsibility for the
preservation of memory. We - and especially you as later generations - should take this knowledge, what
you have kept in preparation for this trip and appropriated today, not just for yourselves, but pass it to your
friends, acquaintances or in school.
Auschwitz is the international symbol of racist extermination policy, directed against Jewish people, against
Sinti and Roma, against the Slav nations which were regarded as subhuman being. These prisoners here
in Auschwitz were killed by gas and other mass destruction, but also murdered by the plundering of their
labor for profit, for example for the IG Farben group.
All this we must not forget, if we want to prevent such things ever again. But we cannot just remember. We
have to realize also that today neo-fascism, racism, xenophobia, nationalism and right-wing populism in
several European countries raise its head again. Many of you know from our own countries such neofascist groups and movements. Even in the European Parliament, these forces are represented. The
causes of the revival are different. There are real political and economic problems in numerous European
countries, to this such groups give racist, nationalist and extreme right answers. When we realize this, we
must look for solutions together, fighting the real causes of these problems, and not follow the wrong
answers and pied pipers. For us, the solution is currently: Fascism is not an opinion but a crime!
Today we are commemorating here in the Memorial Auschwitz. Tomorrow you will return to your everyday
life - with the knowledge and experience that you have collected at this great meeting. Take this
enforcement with you and be active yourselves at home, in your social circle for the goals of a just, a social,
a democratic world.
All survivors of the concentration camps promised 70 years ago, only to be quiet when the last culprit
stands before the judges of the people. "The extermination of Nazism with its roots is our slogan, creating a
new world of peace and freedom is our goal!"
The survivors of the Nazi concentration camps and prisons will no longer be able to realize this goal. Now
it's up to you, dear young fellows, to take over the legacy and work on it. We, and I speak on behalf of
about 60 member federations of the FIR from 25 European countries, Israel and Latin America, we count
on you.

Meeting in Auschwitz – encounter with EU Parliament- president Martin Schulz
During the International Youth-meeting in the
memorial Auschwitz there was also a cordial
meeting between the President of the European
Parliament Martin Schuz and members of the
Executive Committee of FIR Filippo Giuffrida
and the Secretary General Ulrich Schneider.
Here, Martin Schulz has been presented also
the "Torch of FIR" as a symbol of international
solidarity of the anti-fascist organizations .

The exhibition „ European resistance fight“ in several cities
Bremen – Budapest – Moscow – Hamburg – Berlin
The exhibition “European resistance fight In Hamburg, the university was the host of the
against Nazism” could be presented in the last exhibition, in Berlin we could present it in the
six month for the first time in Germany and Rus- Foyer of the siege of FIR (ND-Building).
sia. Counting also the presentation in Budapest
we could reach several thousands of interested
people with our documentation of resistance
fight.

In Bremen, the opening was held in the old
town-hall together with the major of the city. In
Budapest the exhibition could be seen in the XIII
district of the town. In Moscow the exhibition
was presented in the great hall of the central
museum of the „Great Patriotic War“.

Connected with the opening event representatives of the executive committee of FIR, of the
national member federations and in some dates
also representatives of the „Institut des
Vétérans” from Brussels spoke beside regional
representatives.

Letter of FIR: Restoration and preservation in situ of the Italian Memorial at Auschwitz
We received the working document of the conference “Teaching of memory – history, art, racism,
human rights”. Let us express to you our totally support for the intention connected with the Italian
memorial place at Auschwitz. Such a national memorial place – based on historical facts and created in artistic forms – is an important possibility to hand over the historical experiences to the to day’s generation. It is not acceptable to close such a place of high value by unilateral decision only
because the Management of the Memorial place changed its guideline for national expositions.

That’s why we want to point out the following aspects:
FIR supports the initiative of Gherush 92, supported by various Italian veteran organizations, historians, artists, political celebrities and other famous persons for the reopening and preservation of
the Italian memorial at Auschwitz.
FIR asks the Management of the memorial Auschwitz and the Italian Authorities – if they see a necessity to change the present exhibition – to get in constructive dialogue with the Italian veterans
to find a solution both sides can agree with.
FIR stands for preservation of the memorial places and the commemoration for all victims of fascist terror and extermination policy and fights active against all behaviors of historical revisionism.
The example Auschwitz underlines for all: Fascism is not an opinion but a crime! But Auschwitz –
being liberated in January 27, 1945 by the soviet army – also shows the success of the common
fight of the Anti-Hitler-Coalition.

News from member federations

Comité van Waakzaamheid
Niederlande
Open letter to the parliament, political parties and civil society organizations

On May 4, we commemorate the Dutch victims of World War II.
On 5 May, we celebrate the liberation of our country from German fascist occupier.
Both dates are deeply etched in the memory of our people endured five terrible years of war,
violence and terror. That bitter time we commemorate and celebrate, but it also creates obligations
for the future to be faithful to the words written on the Auschwitz monument:
Never again Auschwitz
It is a call to our generation to be vigilant against resurgent fascism and discrimination we face in
our own country and in Europe.
The poison slowly creeps back into our society. Fascist organizations take shape, sometimes
openly but often veiled with the word freedom and other nice-sounding slogans.
Slogans in many ways similar to those which exist in Germany when fascism came to power
through elections in the thirties of the last century. Then, to establish a reign of terror against
people of a different race, a different sexual orientation and against anyone who was not with the
Nazis once. It was the crisis of the 30s, fascist organization had thrive, thereby financially
supported by the German big industry.
Again exists the economic and political crisis in Europe, again this dominats among large groups
of the population, poverty and despair about the future and once again there are forces who abuse
them.
With the memory of the past, we must not underestimate those forces. They operate secretly and
publicly undermining of freedom and democracy. It is necessary to recognize this just in time. We
owe this to the victims of the past, to ourselves and to our future.
We therefore urge you to oppose all forms of resurgent fascism, racism and xenophobia. Do not
be passive when it occurs in your area, but fights it!
The Czechoslovak writer Julius Fucik wrote before he was put to death by the Gestapo from
prison contraband slips. The last words he wrote were:
People, I have loved you, be vigilant!
They are words that are directed at this time to all of us!
On behalf of the Committee of Vigilance,
Kees van der Pijl, Chairman, Ewout van der Hoog, spokesman

Events of commemorating and remembrance
Nagykálna (Slovakia)

Wreath-laying at the anniversary of the day of libera- MEASZ – Ceremony of the Miklós Radnóti Avtion in Slovakian city Nagykalna. Representatives of
ard
MEASZ participated in this ceremony.
In March 2015 in the culture hall of the XIII district of
Sátoraljaújhely (Hungary)
Budapest the ceremony of the Miklos-Radnot-Avard
was held attendet by great public participation.
Vilmos Hanti, president of FIR and MEASZ speaks on
the commemoration event dedicated to the 71st an- ANPI – Europe remembered in Belgium with
niversary of prison uprising in Sátoraljaújhely (Hunfilms on resistance and liberation
gary), where antifascist resistance fighters of seven
countries held captive and united for peace in March, With an extensive film program ANPI - Europe
1944.
remembered in April and May 2015 in various Belgian
cities of the liberation from fascism and war. There
were classics such as the Italian film "Rome - Open
City" or the Soviet film "The Cranes Are Flying", also
modern works, which deal with the history and present
of fascism, for example, "Z" by Costa Gavras or
German film "Sophie Scholl - The Final Days".

Cyprus
Dignified Commemoration May 8
Also this year, in the Hilton Park Hotel Nicosia the
ceremony on the 70th anniversary of the anti-fascist
victory organized by the Cypriot veterans organization
took place.
High political and social dignitaries were present,
welcomed the veterans and took part in the memorial
service.

Support the political work of the International Federation of Resistance (FIR) - Association of Antifascist!
The political work of international anti-fascist organization requires large resources.
Since civil society organizations do not have national or institutional grants, the organization depends on
contributions and donations.
Bank-account: Postbank Berlin IBAN DE 04 1001 0010 0543 0541 07, Owner: FIR
Donations from foreign countries only with IBAN DE 04 1001 0010 0543 0541 07 and
SWIFT-BIC: PBNKDEFF

Italy
Mass-meeting in Milan on behalf of the 70th anniversary of liberation from fascism
25 April 2015

Carlo Smuraglia, president of ANPI, speaking at the ceremony in Milan.

Literature for antifascists

Catalog of the exhibition "Anti-Fascist resistance in Europe"
The exhibition "Resistance against Nazism in Europe" provides an overview of the resistance against
Nazism and fascism before and during the Second World War in Europe. Now the catalog has been
published for the exhibition. He reported, inter alia, about:
the killing of the Italian deputy Giacomo Matteotti June 10, 1924, which brought the powder of italian antifascist protest to an explosion, the call of June 18, 1940 by General de Gaulle, who marked the beginning
of the Resistance in France, the Resistance Network "Comet "in Belgium or the operation" Valkyrie "in
Germany ... There are also the assassination of Reinhardt Heydrich by Czechoslovak resistance fighters, in
addition to the very popular Jean Moulin. The (later) Marshall Tito is mentioned here, as well as the fake
edition of the "Soir" – done by the Belgian resistance to mock the German occupiers, who had their hands
on this great newspaper.
The content includes the Manouchian group and the heroic resistance Italian partisans against Mussolini,
the Romanian fighters in the ranks of the International Brigades against Franco's troops, Guernica and
Stalingrad, the uprising in the Warsaw Ghetto and the young Idealists of “Edelweiss-Piraten”, Sophie Scholl
and Zoia Kosmodemiamskaja, the young Soviet partisan that just 18 years old hurled their executioners:
"We are 170 million and you can never hang all of us ..."
Twenty-one countries are documented, including those in which fascism had been brought to power, such
as Italy, Spain, Portugal or Germany. On a variety of extra-ordinary and quite unknown images, the book
shows not only the different character of the resistance in the respective countries, whose forms of action,
social support and networks, but also the ideologies and motivations that moved all of these "shadow
warriors".
The book is a tribute to the courage of Zoia Kosmodemiamskaja and Sophie Scholl, Guy Moquet and
Manolis Glezos, who fought against fascist barbarism. Together with these heroes - whether they were
known or remained in the dark - rose millions of people across ideological barrieres against the negation of
human dignity and the enforced silence of the human thinking.
Excerpts from the foreword by Manolis Glezos
I remember. It is my duty to remember. This obligation has led me at the age of 92 years in the European
Parliament; the duty to truth. Because the word "truth" in Greek "Aletheia" means denial of "Lethe", thus
rejecting the forgetting. And now when I was called to write this foreword for this collection to
commemorate those who fought in the whole of Europe in resistance against the Third Reich, I feel a
sincere shower. And I ask me at the same time: How many of us are left who can remember?
That is why history is so important. We learn not only about the past, but in order to create the future. We
all and every one of us who has experienced the murky past, have not the right to abandon the fight for the
future.
Therefore, we must continue the fighting for a Europe of popular sovereignty, democracy, peace and
culture in order to give justice to all those who sacrificed their lives fighting for these same ideals.
Bibliography:
Jean Cardoen / Ulrich Schneider, Antifaschistischer Widerstand in Europa 1922 – 1945, Mit einem Vorwort von Manolis Glezos, Paperback, 24 x 24 cm, etwa 300 Seiten, durchgehend mit s/w-Fotografien,
PapyRossa-Verlag Köln 2015, EUR 29,90 [D] / 30,90 [A], ISBN 978-3-89438-589-7
Member federations can order the catalog for reselling for special conditions in the FIR office.
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