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A new international policy of peace is necessary
On the occasion of the 100 th anniversary of the beginning of the WWI on August 1, 1914 and the
75th anniversary of the aggression of Hitler's Germany on Poland on September 1, 1939, the
beginning of WWII, the International Federation of Resistance Fighters (FIR) - Association of Antifascists, the umbrella association of organizations of former resistance fighters, partisans,
members of the anti-Hitler coalition, persecuted by the Nazi regime and anti-fascists of today's
generations from twenty-five countries in Europe and Israel calls peace movements, political
groups and governments for common activities for a new international policy of peace.
The wars of 1914-18 and 1939-45 were the results neither of „Sleepwalkers“ nor of a „coalition of
totalitarian regimes”, but a proof for the fight for imperialist interests, for might and influence in
Europe and the world. After the liberation from fascism 1945 the Anti-Hitler-Coalition tried in the
decisions of the Potsdam conference and by creating the United Nations to rebuild the
international relations and to ban the war out of the life of the peoples. We remind to the fact that
forty years ago by political activities of peoples and states in the CSCE - process it has been
successful to eliminate the danger of war in Europe.
Since the war against Yugoslavia and the civil war in Ukraine we can see that the danger of war is
a reality in current Europe. Although one can hear other words than 1914 or 1939, but the only
stakes are also today the penetration of interests of power, regions of influence and – growing up
– the dominance and reserves for raw material. For that the military alliance NATO claims for itself
a global room for activities - ostensibly for "defence of Western values", while injuries of human
rights, even mass murders are evaluated under the aspects of interests in raw material. Also the
right of self-determination of peoples is ignored thereby.
As a “peace-messenger” - appointed by the United Nations - we call the UN, the international
organizations and social forces to support initiatives for a new international policy of peace. This
includes the recognition of the right of existence of all states and the enforcement of an equitable
world economic order. Also the states of the European Union could make their contribution in
addition if they reject the militarization of the foreign policy.
In this sense we call peace forces, parties, trade unions and critics of the globalisation, to be
active in actions, in voting’s and explanations for a new international policy of peace. The FIR calls
its member federations to take part in such initiatives with their historical experiences.
Executive committee of FIR

Statement of PEAEA
Because of the ongoing criminal attacks the puppets of imperialism in various countries, such as
Syria, Ukraine, Palestine and elsewhere in the world, which undoubtedly civilians be slaughtered,
among them a large number of children, and all this just to raw materials and transportation to
secure, a large international action is necessary to stop such crimes.
The FIR as "ambassadors of peace" the UN has an obligation to take the lead for a call for an
international uprising. Therefore, we think it is correct, that the FIR has issued a statement for a
new policy of peace in the world. However, it must be clear in the statement that it is the
imperialism of the United States, NATO and the EU, which arms the ultra-right fascist murderers
and fully support these.
At the same time, not only the ultra-right and fascist murderers of the coup d’état of Kiev, which
literally destroy everything in eastern Ukraine and no doubt kill the population of the region, but
equally the fascist Zionist murderers who occupy the land of Palestine and other areas and are
responsible for one of the largest genocides today committing to the detriment of the Palestinian
people must be convicted.

The conflict in Ukraine
Stop the war in Ukraine now! No tolerance for neo-fascist forces!
The International Federation of resistance Fighters (FIR) – Association of Antifascists calls the actual
government of Ukraine to stop the civil war against the own people in eastern Ukraine immediately. The
reports on the military activities – even against civilians – and the announcement of President Poroschenko
to take revenge against all “separatists” make it clear that any opposition against the current government
should be fought with intensive violence.
Those crimes against the own people are possible because the government of the U.S. and the European
Union, which decided in May 2014 every minute a new sanction against Russia, because this country was
blamed to support the separatists, now are in a death-man’s situation and tolerate in fact these massacres.
Should OSCE have a political significance in Europa then it must be proved now and OSCE must do its
best to finish the war.
Peace in Ukraine is only possible, if the political and military influence of open fascists and ultra-nationalist
forces e.g. the “right sector” or the party “Svoboda” can be stopped. These groups are contrary in their
statements and their activities to the values and the basics of a democratic Europe. It cannot be and it is
not acceptable, that such groups are in responsible positions of the new Ukraine government.
As long as fascists in Kiev are sitting on seats of power no European government should be allowed to give
support to the current government in Ukraine.
We call the members of the newly elected European Parliament to draw “red line” on this political issue.
Otherwise, the tolerance of fascists could become a model for other European countries.

AfvN: We are active against the war in Ukraine!

FIR – federations react on the catastrophe in Ukraine
MEASZ organizes an exhibition

In these shameful steps the Greek National
Resistance fighters see the will of the
descendants of the Nazis today in power with
the help of the EU, USA and NATO to
revenge the communists, who during the
years of the nazi occupation stood at the
head of the struggle of the Ukrainian patriots
giving their blood within the ranks of the
heroic Red Army in order to overthrow the
nazi yoke and finally to smash fascism.
The Greek resistance fighters of EAM
(National Liberation Front) stigmatize this
odious practice and protest against this
anticommunist step of the Ukrainian
Parliament calling all antifascist resistance
fighters of the whole world to raise a strong
voice of protest shouting:
“HANDS OFF FROM THE COMMUNISTS”
At the same time PEAEA-DSE calls FIR to
take a position and to demand the immediate
cancellation of this decision of the Ukrainian
Parliament to dissolve the parliamentary
group of the CP and the trial being prepared
to forbid the CP of Ukraine.

In Budapest MEASZ presented in the
Kossuth Klub in the center of the city an
impressive exhibition on the humanitarian
catastrophe in the cities of the Eastern
Ukraine.
The exhibition is a sign of solidarity with the
people, who are punished by their own
government with war and destruction.

“HANDS OFF FROM THE
COMMUNISTS”
Declaration of PEAEA
Christos Tzintsilonis, Vice-president of FIR, and
Gregori Touglidis, member of the Executive
Committee of FIR, distributed the following declaration:

The PEAEA-DSE with anger and indignation
was informed about the shameful decision of
the Ukrainian Parliament to dissolve the
parliamentary group of the CP, as well as
about the trial being prepared in order to
forbid the activities of the CP of Ukraine.

FIR Denmark will present an
exhibition about the Odessamassacre
As a sign of solidarity with the Ukraine antifascists FIR DK will present in Copenhagen a
photo-exhibition about the fascist riot against
the peoples camp and the house of the trade
unions in Odessa beginning of May 2014
done by the “pravy sektor” and its followers.
In this riot and the burn-down of the house
more than 40 persons died.
Police and fire-brigade did not react on this
violence of the „pravy sektor“ and other
fascist groups.
Until today the Ukraine government is not
willing to look for those who are responsible
and also not able to give correct information
about the murderers.

Statements to the war in Middle East
327 Jewish survivors and descendants of
survivors and victims of the Nazi genocide have
signed this letter written in response to Elie
Wiesel’s manipulation of the Nazi Genocide to
attempt to justify the attacks on Gaza. Excerpt of
an advertisement in “New York Time” 22.08.2014

Jewish survivors and descendants of
survivors and victims of Nazi genocide
unequivocally condemn the massacre of
Palestinians in Gaza
As Jewish survivors and descendants of
survivors and victims of the Nazi genocide we
unequivocally condemn the massacre of
Palestinians in Gaza and the ongoing
occupation and colonization of historic
Palestine. We further condemn the United
States for providing Israel with the funding to
carry out the attack, and Western states more
generally for using their diplomatic muscle to
protect Israel from condemnation. Genocide
begins with the silence of the world.
We are alarmed by the extreme, racist
dehumanization of Palestinians in Israeli
society, which has reached a fever-pitch. In
Israel, politicians and pundits in The Times of
Israel and The Jerusalem Post have called
openly for genocide of Palestinians and rightwing Israelis are adopting Neo-Nazi insignia.
Furthermore, we are disgusted and outraged
by Elie Wiesel’s abuse of our history in these
pages to justify the unjustifiable: Israel’s
wholesale effort to destroy Gaza and the
murder of more than 2,000 Palestinians,
including many hundreds of children. Nothing
can justify bombing UN shelters, homes,
hospitals and universities. Nothing can justify
depriving people of electricity and water.
We must raise our collective voices and use
our collective power to bring about an end to
all forms of racism, including the ongoing
genocide of Palestinian people. We call for an
immediate end to the siege against and
blockade of Gaza.
http://ijsn.net/gaza/survivors-and-descendantsletter/

Statement ANPI: In the case of Gaza: We
need to influence the Italian government
The National Secretariat of ANPI confirms the
personal statement of the President in the

newsletter 129 dated 22 July 2014, the
events in the Middle East and in the Gaza
Strip:
We express our resolute disapproval over the
indiscriminate and violent attacks by Israel
(most recently yesterday against a nUN
structure) that hid the civilian population
tragically with an already high number of
victims, including women and children;
we recall that the UN Declaration denounced
crimes against humanity;
we call on the EU and mainly the Italian
government to adopt a clear position in favor
of the following requirements:
a) an immediate ceasefire that is respected
by both sides permanently;
b) for the recognition of the Palestinian state
on the same stage as the State of Israel is
recognized;
c) a stand against any form of violation of
human rights, and that of every other human
in this sensitive area.
PEAEA denounces murderous attacks
The Panhellenic Union of National Resistance and Democratic Army of Greece
fighters (PEAEA-DSE) denounces the murderous Israeli attacks on the Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip with innocent citizens as
its victims.
PEAEA-DSE expresses the solidarity and
support of the EAM Resistance and DSE
fighters to the Palestinian people stricken by
the barbarian attacks of the Israeli army on
occupied Palestine.
“We demand the government of Israel” the
announcement of the Directory Board says,
“to stop these criminal bombings and attacks
on innocent unarmed Palestinians. The Israeli government finally must respect International Law and retreat its occupation troops
from the Palestinian territories back to the
1967 borders and allow the foundation of an
independent Palestinian state with East
Jerusalem as its capital.
Finally we call the Greek government to stop
now any military cooperation with the terrorist
state of Israel murdering the Palestinian people”.

October 04, 2014 – International
day of activities: Against the Use of

Drones for Surveillance & Killing
murders -- even of children inside and
outside of war zones,
• terrorizes populations in targeted territories, thereby fueling hatred and increasing the cycle of violence,
• lowers the threshold to war and initiates a new round in the arms race,
• leads to the development of autonomous killer robots, thereby making
even more horrifying wars likely.
We demand that all governments cease the
production and acquisition of armed drones,
as well as their research and development,
and work towards a worldwide ban of these
weapons.

As global citizens who believe in justice and
the rule of law, we oppose weaponized and
surveillance drones because their deployment:
• violates democratic rights of freedom
of speech and assembly and the right
not to be unreasonably searched,
• is used for extrajudicial "targeted" killings based merely on suspicion --

We further demand that our governments
prohibit the use of drones for surveillance and
prohibit using space satellites, ground stations, and military bases to enable drone surveillance and to trigger drone killings.
We call on people all over the world to join us
in the Global Day of Action on October 4.
In Germany the central demonstration happend in Kalkar/ Uedem, the commando of killing drones. One of the speaker was Ulli sander, representative of VVN-BdA.

The torch of FIR on tour
Speech of President Vilmos Hanti in Apeldoorn (Netherlands)
The peace torch of FIR is also a good opportunity to increase the activity of FIR. The torch ex presses our unity, our solidarity towards each other. It gives an opportunity to speak about our
past and about our desirable antifascist future. Until this day, it has been passed through many
hands in Europe and in the Middle-East. The torch started its journey from Bulgaria, and has
already travelled through Macedonia, Serbia, Hungary, the Vatican City, Italy, Israel and the Neth erlands. And in a couple of days it will arrive to Cyprus, then go through many other countries by
the time it will finally reach its final destination, Berlin, in May 2015. The FIR torch was blessed by
Pope Francis, was received by Italian Regional dignitaries and mayors, it was held in the hand of
an Israeli minister and the list could be continued.
The torch will continue from here via train and bicycle to Loenen. There we will bow our heads
before the almost three thousand six hundred Dutch victims of the Second World War resting in
the cemetery. This enormous number also shows how awful war is. Even seventy years after the
war the wounds of the living family members cannot be healed. I will separately bow my head
before the eighteen heroes who were the leaders of the dock workers strike. From there the torch
of FIR will arrive to the memorial of Woeste Hoeve. Let the example of the hundred and seventeen
executed antifascist resistance fighters also be an example for today’s Dutch youngsters and also
for the rest of the youth in the world. Nowadays, the antifascists hopefully do not have to sacrifice

their lives against the far right, nevertheless, the heroism of these 117 martyrs should be
remembered in our everyday lives when we confront the far right, the neo-fascist speeches and
events..
Torch in Israel – Latrum Memorial

In our latest edition we presented pictures from several stations of the “Torch of FIR”. Now you can

find further examples, in which the strong connection of the veterans-organizations is visible.
Member federations from Greece, Austria, Portugal, Spain and the Czech Republic asked for a
time and possibility to present the torch in their countries too.
July the 27th. The FIR Torch of Peace arrived in the former deportation-camp of Westerbork,
Province Drenthe. From this camp more than 101.000 Dutch Jews and 5000 German Jews were
deported during the Second World War to their death in occupied Poland. Together with 400 Sinti
and Roma, and 400 Resistance people.

The torch was presented in presence of many visitors and the press to the old president of the
Commemoration Centre Westerbork, Mr. Jan de Graaf, by vice-president Piet Schouten.
Speeches of both and of Mr. Jan Cleton, board member of the antifascist union AFVN/BvA.

The "train of the 1000" Auschwitz - Birkenau, May 2015
Sign subscribers now!
In May 2012, the Institute of Vétérans could perform together with the Auschwitz Auschwitz
Foundation and the FIR with great success the international youth meeting "train of a Thousand".
Now in May 2015 a second meeting of this kind should happen to mark the 70th anniversary of the
liberation from fascism and war. Again, about 1,000 young people from different European
countries and Israel will come together on this occasion in the memorial Auschwitz. A clear sign of
recognition of previous work is the fact that this action take place under the patronage of Philippe,
King of the Belgians.
The "train of the 1000" starts on May 5, 2015 from Brussels to Krakow. It is also in Germany a
board the train. With the train also survivors of the camps and other veterans of the anti-fascist
struggle will go with the young people, to provide information in direct contact with the young
people. The objectives of the trip are obvious. It's about memory and the examination of history, to
visiting a historic place of learning, but also the development of democratic consciousness, the
values of human rights and the concrete encounter between young people from different
European countries to overcome prejudice.
On Tuesday, May 5, 2015 over 700 teenagers in Belgium and nearly 200 young people from other
European countries from Brussels will start with the train to Poland. In addition, more than 100
young people are expected to arrive directly from other regions to Poland to that meeting. The
European participants will be announced by the member associations of the FIR. In Poland there
will be an intensive program with guided tours of the memorial, talking with witnesses,
commemorative events, meetings between young people and impressions of present-day Poland.
The return journey takes place on the evening of May 9, so that the participants can be on 10 May
2015 back to their home countries.
The cost per participant amounted to € 250 for travel expenses, accommodation and full board.
This price is only possible because considerable funding in this project are particularly flowed for
the cost of transportation. Nevertheless, all organizations, the young people want to sign up for
this train, call to independently organize funding and support, so include extra travel costs to
Brussels can be worn. All member associations of the FIR and interested organizations are invited
to make by the end of September a binding registration of youth groups and their number, as the
contracts must be completed with the hotels and other partners.
Feedback to the Office of the FIR, Franz-Mehring-Platz 1, D - 10243 Berlin or e-mail: office@fir.at

We are Roma, and we defend ourselves!
Some 1,000 young people from 25 countries took part in early August commemoration in the
former concentration camp Auschwitz. An interview with Patrick Bieler (Deputy. Chairman Amaro
Drom eV, Berlin)
You were to remember with 100 young people from Germany in Auschwitz, to the mass
murder in the so-called Gypsy camp 70 years ago. How important is the memory of this
genocide of the Roma in Europe?
Although almost all Roma in Europe are descendants of survivors of the Nazi regime, the
knowledge of this genocide is not widespread. Institutionalization as by the memorial is important
to bring young people to deal with the issue and to develop an awareness of their history. We also
fight for that August 2, as in Auschwitz nearly 3,000 Sinti and Roma were murdered, will be an
official commemoration day in the EU.
The interest of young people is certainly huge: Two years ago we were with 70 people in
Auschwitz, this year there were over 1000 from 25 European countries. I was under the
impression that they were very moved when they have listened to the eight witnesses. These are
less and less, so it is important to pass on their knowledge and experience to the youth of today.
How is it your opinion, to address the genocide of Sinti and Roma, the "Porajmos"?
This is quite different in Europe and depends, among other things, on the general state of the past
history. In some places it is a taboo to talk about. In the Czech Republic today stands on the site
of a former concentration camp where mainly Roma were murdered, a pig fattening farm that –
despite protests from EU and UN – still continue to operate. In Germany, the civil rights movement
of the Sinti and Roma, especially the Central Council, since the 1980s, although the subject made
a presence in schools but it is still almost never an issue. That's why we want to develop
themselves and offer teaching materials.
You want to make the commemoration a basis for common action. What does it mean?
All survivors have said that they feel that racism and antiziganism increases again in Europe. This
ranges from open violence in France, Hungary and Slovakia, to more covert discrimination in
Germany. The memorial should give a contrary signal. It is important to meet the hatred wherever
we encounter it. In many countries Roma try to hide their identity to avoid discrimination.
Adapted from "junge Welt", 08.08.2014

Support the political work of the International Federation of Resistance (FIR) - Association of Antifascist!
The political work of international anti-fascist organization requires large resources.
Since civil society organizations do not have national or institutional grants, the organization depends on
contributions and donations.
Bank-account: Postbank Berlin IBAN DE 04 1001 0010 0543 0541 07, Kontoinhaber: FIR
Donations from foreign countries only with IBAN DE 04 1001 0010 0543 0541 07 and
SWIFT-BIC: PBNKDEFF

History: 1944 - the summer of partisans
The looming military defeat of German fascism and its allies, which was visible not only in advance
of the Anglo-American troops in Italy and by the opening of the Second Front with the invasion of
Normandy in June 1944, but especially in the advance of the Soviet troops on the Eastern Front,
led to a revival of guerrilla activity in various by fascism occupied countries.

The fascist occupiers responded with tougher terror that showed up in the notorious massacre of
Oradour (France), Distomo (Greece) or Sant 'Anna (Italy). These three places are examples of
numerous crimes against the civilian population in the occupied countries. Despite this brutality the
partisans warfare turned into a mass movement that attacked the invaders in a coordinated
military action. In August 1944, there were three outstanding events.
On August 1, 1944 in Poland began the survey in Warsaw under the direction of the Armia Krajova
(AK = Homeland Army). Militarily, the timing was quite unfavorable, as the troops of the Soviet
Army were still clearly on the eastern side of the Vistula. As the fighters of the AK belabored, the
advanced heads of the Red Army were in their rounding phase, ie they waited for the main
contingent of the unit, so they could unite with them again. This holdup used the fascist units to lay
a military belt of strong SS units between the rebel forces in the city and the Red Army troops.
However, the resistance of the AK against the military superiority of the German units was heroic,
ultimately unsuccessful. On October 3, 1944, the units of the AK had to capitulate. The statistics
are alarming: At least 15,000 fighters of the AK were killed. By shelling, bombing and criminal
actions of the German troops after the surrender more than 100,000 civilians were murdered, the
city itself is almost completely destroyed. The revolt of the AK began without consulting the Soviet
side. The aim of the fighters of the AK was to take over the city of Warsaw before units of the Red
Army could reach the city and to derive a claim to power for the future of Poland. As this failed, the
country experienced until the late 40s massive internal political struggles that lead up to the
present time to ideological disputes.
While fighting in Warsaw, followed in mid August 1944 the insurrection in Paris. Also, this action
was determined by the advance of the military units of the Allies. Before the open fighting the
French Resistance organized a general strike that paralyzed the supply. On August 19, the
fighters started the open rebellion. Because the main forces of the fascist troops had already left
the city, smaller units of Resistance were able to hinder successful the capacity of German troops
by barricades, by attacking the institutions and occupiers through sabotage of military vehicles and
transport infrastructure. The Germans had nothing to oppose the advancing allied troops to Paris
any more. The fighters - among them German anti-fascists in the ranks of the Resistance convinced the city commander Dietrich von Cholditz, to surrender Paris on 25 August 1944 without
fight to the troops of "Free French" under Jacques Philippe Leclerc, a Communist Resistance
fighter. The arrival of the allied troops to Paris in the following days were a triumphal procession
under the cheers of the population.
Four days after the liberation of Paris began in the southeastern sector of the front, another
attempt to free their own homeland from the fascist occupation by forces of the Slovak National
Uprising (SNP). While the Red Army and allied Romanian and Hungarian units attempted over the
Carpathian front to advance to the southwest, began in the northern part of Slovakia in the region
of Banska Bystrica an uprising against the collaboration regime of Jozef Tiso and his Hlinka
Guards. From the beginning intervened units of the Wehrmacht and the SS to protect Tiso. As a
result, the SNP developed by a domestic political uprising in a military battle with Wehrmacht and
SS. Soon it was also fought in large parts of northern Slovakia. The insurgents led by General
Viest were supported by foreign forced laborers and conscripts who joined the fighters, and by the
Red Army, which tried by the opening of additional sections of the front, to prevent the Wehrmacht
units. However, the fighters of the SNP had to end the open resistance on 28 October 1944. Some
units succeeded to elude the grasp of the Wehrmacht and SS in mountainous hinterland and
locally continue the armed struggle until the final liberation of the country in April 1945. To day of
29 August is a national holiday in Slovakia.
These acts of partisans are deeply rooted in the collective memory of the people as a national
contribution to the liberation of their own homeland from fascism. All FIR - Associations keep these
fighters in an honorable remembrance
Ulrich Schneider

News from member associations and organizations
SZPB: Impressive memory in Banska Bystrica
More than 800 official guests from around 30 countries were invited on 29 August 2014 to Banska
Bystrica to the celebration of the 70th anniversary of the Slovak National Uprising, among them
the President and the Secretary General of the FIR. Moreover took several thousand inhabitants
of the country participated in the various public events. The Slovak State president Andrej Kiska
welcomed to the state ceremony in Banska Bystrica numerous government representatives of
European countries, including the Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, deputizing for
President Putin. As former allies and participants at the National Uprising in 1944, representatives
of the Ukraine were invited. But its government ignored this celebration. The Polish government
provoked by the fact that Poland refused to allow the overflight permission of the government jets
over Poland of the Russian guest at his return.
But not only the foreign policy affects the memory. Because of the fact that partisan units and cells
involved in the illegal Communist Party of Czechoslovakia were especially active in the
underground of the National Uprising, the left parties and veterans of the anti-fascist struggle of
SZPB complained itself about the holiday. Parallel to the state-owned ceremony they organized in
the former Lenin park of the central Slovak town an anti-fascist demonstration, protesting against
the "New strong neo-Nazi and capitalist tendencies". The organizers denounced in particular the
participation of racist and neo-Nazi forces in the government in Kiev and at the protests on the
Maidan.
According to press reports, the director of the museum "Slovak National Uprising" in Banska
Bystrica, Stanislav Mičev declared: "We can and should celebrate that the uprising was a national
uprising against the dictatorship, for democracy and freedom." Slovaks had with the armed
resistance itself even cleaned "from the dirt of collaboration with Nazi Germany".

German and Belgian anti-fascists commemorate together
In early August a group of Bremer VVN-BdA in Meensel-Kiezegem to remember the victims of a crime of
the SS, was arrested in the village almost a tenth of the population and had been deported to
Neuengamme and Bremen. Only a few survived.
In a dignified commemoration of the municipality wreaths were laid by the veterans associations. The end
of August 2014 took place a return visit in Bremen. Belgian veterans and children of the victims visited the
places of detention and the Easter Holzer cemetery that contains the graves of their relatives.

Austria Concentration Camp Association:
Discussion on "right-wing extremists in the EU"
On the occasion of the festival of the magazine "Volksstimme" on the last weekend of August in
Vienna, the National Association of Concentration Camp Association (KZ-Verband) had invited for
a panel discussion on "right-wing extremists in the EU: Terror - belittlement - infiltration".
Moderated by Wilfried Garscha, chairman of the Association of Concentration Camp inVienna, the
General Secretary of FIR spoke about the results of the extreme right in Europe and implications
for the anti-fascist activities in the respective countries. Julian Bruns, publicist, outlined the
ideological structure of a new right movement "The identitarian", which is active in various
European countries. Ernst Wolrab from the KZ-Verband presented – beginning with the German
terrorist group NSU ("National Socialist Underground") - the handling of the police and judiciary
with the extreme right and the anti-fascist resistance. In the ensuing debate it was also about the
question of how successfully shared opposition to such tendencies can be done and what tasks
have anti-fascist organizations and veterans organizations in this context.
During the press festival the KZ-Verband won several new members.
Obituary for Hans Landauer (1921 - 2014)
The FIR must say goodbye to Hans Landauer, the last representatives of Republican Spain
fighters in Austria, who died in July 2014. Just 16 years old he traveled in May 1937 secretly from
a small Austrian village to Spain to fight against the fascist coup. He were in 1939 in a French
internment camp and fell after the German invasion of France in the hands of the Gestapo, who
then kidnapped him first to Vienna, then to the Dachau concentration camp, where he survived
thanks to the solidarity of fellow prisoners.
After the liberation he entered the service of the Austrian police, where he had to experience how
this new police again was an instrument of repression. After his retirement he created in the
Documentation Centre of Austrian Resistance (DOeW) an extensive archives of the Spainfighters. His life's work was the publication of an voluminous glossary of the 1400 Austrian Spainfighters.
As chairman Hans Landauer represented the Austrian Spain Fighter Association in the FIR.
The FIR will honor his memory.

Michel Vanderborght Award 2015 - Call for proposals
In the summer of 2015, we want to award the price Michel Vanderborght in a tribute ceremony for
the second time to historians, politicians, artists and initiatives, which are anti-fascist or
humanitarian socially active for many years in terms of the FIR. We want in that way to honor
people who preserve the legacy of the anti-fascist resistance fighters and keep them alive for
today and tomorrow.
In this sense, we call on the member associations of the FIR and friendly organizations, to make
proposals for people or institutions who have earned this honor. We suggest that this price is not
primarily to honor our own organizations or deserved members, but those who made a good job in
the field of anti-fascist organizations around our common cause.
In order to make an appropriate selection of the proposals, we need names and current contact
information and a detailed explanation of why this person, group or institution for the price is
suitable. If available, send us either evidence of activity or clues as to where we can get an
impression of the work of the initiatives on the Internet.
Send - no later than February 15, 2015 - your suggestions for the ceremony at the office of the
FIR.

Literatur for Anti-fascists
The massacre of Oradour - a German-French Reminder
On June 10, 1944 in Oradour-sur-Glane, the
time stands still. The quiet village in the
northwestern Massif Central of France was laid
in ruins by the SS Panzer Division "Das Reich".
642 people were shot, burned - in their majority
women and children.
Designated historians inform in the book about
the events, the massacre of Oradour (Florence
Hervé) and the hangings in Tulle (Bruno
Kartheuser) the day before, about the
inadequate judicial follow-up of the crime, the
processes of Bordeaux and the failure of the
West German justice (Hermann
Unterhinninghofen). In eyewitness accounts
describe nine survivors of the expiry of the
atrocities, so Robert Hébras about the drama
hour for hour or Marguerite Rouffanche about
the massacre of women and children in the
church.
The view of well-known artists and writers on
the horror of Oradour is expressed in poems
and drawings, among others by Louis Aragon or
Danielle Kelder.
Three essays deal with the work of the
memorial, the possibility of witnesses and the
future of international remembrance.

Graf writes: "The documentary images that were
made in the days following the massacre, are
terrible. The pictures in this book, created seven
decades later, are not horrible. What they should do
and can, that happens not on the paper of a book,

but in the minds of the viewers. "Souviens-toi"
("Remember") stands on a board at the entrance to
the village. The memory will remain, must remain.
For Oradour it is not only history and past but also
the present and the reminder. "

Particular importance is attached to the bundled
A brief history and bibliography complement the
convolute of pictures, impressive and meaningful
band whose lyrics are in two languages German
photos, Martin Graf has made. He calls his pictures
and French.
"eye-vision", with which he took details of the
memorial, eg a gas station, it has been long time out
The book project was realized in cooperation
of gas, which remains of a child's bicycle and also
with the FIR.
sunglasses and jewelry pieces that have survived
the fire.
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